A Message from the National Office of ASGA

Your chapter newsletter follows after the following pages . . .
ASGA Annual Dues are $89.00. Do you want LOWER DUES?

HOW WOULD YOU LIKE
ONE YEAR OF FREE DUES?
You likely joined the American Singles Golf Association because you
wanted to meet more singles and play more golf. We can’t help you with
your golf swing, however, we’re on a mission to grow your chapter’s
membership. Golf season is upon us . . . are you onboard to grow your
chapter or are you satisfied with your current membership level?
Here’s the plan:
1) on the following page, you’ll see a revised “Single? Play Golf?” sign. It now has five
(5) tear-off tabs instead of eight (8).
2) You write-in your identification (either your member number or first initial + last
name) on each of the tabs. Use scissors to cut the tabs apart.
3) You print as many signs as you wish, keep them in the front seat of your car along
with some push pins and post them anywhere you’re permitted to post, e.g. golf
shop bulletin boards, golf shop restrooms, driving ranges, stores, etc. If you would
like ASGA National to print five (5) yellow signs for you, please let us know by emailing Irene@SinglesGolf.com or calling 980-833-6450 from 9am-1:45pm, M-F, Eastern.
4) For every three (3) people who join using your name or ID on the yellow sign, you’ll
receive 12-months of ASGA membership. Note: your name or member number, as
the referrer, must be submitted with the new member’s application. No exceptions.
No retroactivity. Please do not add your own name to an application form. It must be
completed only the by the member currently joining and completing the application.
5) New members can join over the phone, at our website (SinglesGolf.com/join), fax,
etc., however, they MUST use your member number or name at the time of joining
as the person who referred the new member. Again, no exceptions to this policy.
6) ASGA National will keep track of how many new members you get credit for and will
automatically add 12-months to your membership. Please, no slanting of these rules

Be a Hero in Your Chapter.
Get the signs printed and get them hanging!
(and remind others to participate)

The Washington DC Chapter of the

American Singles Golf Association

WANTS YOU!
We’re 2,500 members in 50 cities and we’re ALL ABOUT HAVING FUN! So if you’re single
(i.e. divorced, widowed, legally separated or never married) and enjoy meeting others through
the game of golf, you’re invited to inquire about joining by calling the American Singles Golf
Association at 1-888-465-3628 (1-TRIPLE-EIGHT-GOLFMATE) or visit SinglesGolf.com.

IN ADDITION, WE CAN SEND
YOU FREE BUSINESS CARDS!
As you have seen from the previous two pages of this newsletter, ASGA
National is committed to seeing your chapter grow. We believe by asking
each individual member for help, your chapter will grow its membership.
Besides using just the yellow signs to gain more members in your local
chapter, upon request we will also provide you with ASGA business cards
as shown below. More can be sent to you if needed, but we’ll start out by
sending you 25 business cards that you can give to anyone you believe
might be a potential member. Are you out and about and see someone
wearing a golf shirt or hat? Start a conversation: tell them you’re a part
of a local club for singles who play golf and simply ask “are you single?”
Even if they aren’t, chances are they know a golfer who is. Give them a
card that’s pre-filled with you name (or member #) and contact info.

Remember, you get free dues for referring 3 new folks who join!
Below shows how your business card appears. They don’t come to you
automatically, you’ll have to order them. E-mail Irene@SinglesGolf or call
980-833-6450 (9am—1:30pm, Mon-Fri, Eastern) for your free 25 cards.
- - Tom Alsop
President and Founder
American Singles Golf Association
25 Business Cards Will Be Mailed to You Upon Request!
Single? Play Golf?
Looking to enjoy
more out of life?

ASGA Member _______________________________

You’re invited to join our local
chapter of the American Singles
Golf Association. My contact
information is on the reverse.

Call / Text ___________________________________

TM

National Office Information

FUN — FELLOWSHIP — FAIRWAYS
Singles Meeting Singles Through Golf
Since 1992

SinglesGolf.com
SinglesGolf.com/join
Info@SinglesGolf.com
Call / Text: 980-833-6450

Front side of business card

When joining, please be sure to reference my name
or member number on the application form. Thanks!

www.SinglesGolf.com/join
$7.42/month payable annually
Back side of business card

CELEBRATING 29 YEARS OF SINGLES GOLF ® IN AMERICA

Washington DC Chapter - American Singles Golf Association — February 2021

3rd, where we’ll be playing at the Brambleton Golf Course located in Ashburn VA.
Brambleton takes advantage of the land’s
natural contours to deliver a uniquely challenging game for golfers of all levels. Encounter wildlife as you walk the rolling
terrain, which features bunkered greens
and fairways, large sand traps, and
smooth putting greens. (greens are
scheduled to be aerated the week before weather permitting).

2021 GOLF SCHEDULE
Ruth and Charlie are busy putting together next year’s schedule. But we do
have three events announced. Lots of
time to get ready! Start blocking your calendar. It has to warm up soon.

Brambleton Golf Course
*Saturday - April 3, 2021*
Remember the day following our event is
Easter... Easter Sunday is April 4th, 2021.
The event is full; contact Dan to get on
waiting list.
The first ASGA DC Chapter golf outing
for 2021 will take place Saturday, April

*Time:* Consecutive tee times beginning
at 11:30am and every 10 mins following.
*Format*: Play your own ball and have a
great time. (any tee box you desire). Carts
will be available for each individual requesting a single cart, if available.
*Costs*: $61 for everyone. (covers golf,
cart, small bucket of balls and the year
end raffle.
*Respond*: Reply directly to my email
address below with your name, dinner if
we go, and if you request a single cart.
*Afterwards*: This is TBD depending on
how vaccines have been progressing.

We’ll head over to the *Blue Ridge Grill*
for 5:15pm outdoor dining (located less
than a mile from the course) for dinner and
conversation.
*Payment*:
1. via zelle................. send to me using
703-909-1916
2. via check............... send to my home
address
Dan Morris
22129 Chelsy Paige Sq
Ashburn, VA 20148
*Refund policy:* If the golf course doesn't
charge me, you get your full refund. If they
charge me, you do not get a refund.
Thanks,
~Dan Morris (dmorris5577@gmail.com)

Saturday, April 10
Clustered Spires Golf Course
Frederick MD
The second event of our ASGA 2021
season is scheduled for Saturday, April
10, at Clustered Spires in Frederick, Maryland. For those that have not played the
course before, it is a very playable course,

Regular Meeting Date

FROM THE NATIONAL OFFICE
Multi-Chapter Events (MCEs) will be curtailed until we begin
to feel safe to travel. ASGA National expects our next event
will be Memorial Day Weekend, 2021, if that. We're all hoping
for success with the vaccine distribution. If things appear to
be improving, we may plan a trip to Scotland for August or
the Barcelona side of Spain for September of 2021. A return
trip to Cabo may be in the offing as well. These three locations represent the best turnouts in ASGA's history since we
started doing events outside of our country ten years ago.
Stay tuned!

Variable (see singlesgolfdc.com)

Next Meeting Date & Location
TBD
Our Chapter Website: www.singlesgolfdc.com
Our Chapter Hotline: 1-888-465-3628
(See next page for list of officers and board members.)

National Office
Office Hours: 9:00am to 2:00pm, M-F (Eastern)
National Office: 980-833-6450 or 1-888-GOLFMATE
Go to www.SinglesGolf.com/MyAccount to make changes to your
address, phone, etc. To join or renew your dues, go to
www.SinglesGolf.com/join
Singles Golf ® is a registered trademark of ASGA, Inc.

Washington, DC Chapter
of the
American Singles
Golf Association

President
Greg Basheda
gbasheda@yahoo.com
703-798-5657
Golf Chairperson
Charles Walters
charleswalters1966@gmail.com
703-946-7989
Golf Co-Chairperson
Ruth D’Alessandro
radal16@cox.net
703-795-3365
Social Chairperson
Brian Durkin
brian.durk@hotmail.com
301-351-8509
Membership Chairperson
Kathie Hiatt
hokie311@gmail.com
443-745-4778
Communications Chairperson
BJ Barger
bjbarger@verizon.net
719-200-3206
Communications
Co-Chairperson
Francine Vigliotti
francinemv1@gmail.com
240-810-9997
Treasurer
Rita Daley
ritadaley@gmail.com

with ample space for errant tee shots. This
makes it perfect for early season golf.
*Time*: I have reserved tee times for 28
players, starting at 12:06. The current intervals between times are 12 minutes, but
are subject to change.
*Cost: *$55.00 per player. (ASGA Members and Guests) This covers your golf,
contests, and the end of year party fee
*Dinner: *I am currently attempting to arrange dinner reservations. More on this
later. This of course will be subject to
whatever COVID protocols and regulations
are in effect at the time of our event.
*TO RESERVE YOUR SPOT:*
1. Send an e-mail to me at: rickgoheen1@
gmail.com. Please include your average
score, your telephone number, and your
intentions on dinner, if we can arrange it. If
you have a preference on a cart partner,
please indicate this as well.
2. Mail a check payable to me at the following address:
414 Navaho Drive
Frederick, MD 21701
I think we have all experienced a delay in
the USPS lately, so please make sure to
get your checks sent ASAP, as this will
hold your reservation.
This event is open to all ASGA Members
and their guests.
COVID Protocols:
Clustered Spires has a limited number of
golf carts which are equipped with plastic
dividers. These are available on a first
come, first served basis. This may change
by the time of our event, but this is the current situation. If you would prefer to walk,

the course is very walkable, however
there is no rate reduction for walking.
Please feel free to call or e-mail me with
any questions.
Thanks,
Rick Goheen
443-876-3547
Clustered Spires Golf Club was established in 1991, as the first public golf
course in Frederick County. The 185
acres on which Clustered Spires is located on what was formally a working dairy
farm, set along the side of the Monocacy
River. The Monocacy River surrounds the
golf course on 3 sides, creating a beautiful
setting while providing a natural barrier
from outside distractions. Clustered
Spires received its name from the grouping of 5 very old and distinct church steeples that make up the clustered spires of
Frederick City’s skyline. The respected
design team of Ault Clark was hired to
create a first class championship golf
course for the people of Frederick. The
concept was to create a fun and enjoyable
course from the regular tees but a challenging competitive course reaching almost 7000 yards long from the back tees.
Clustered Spires, though in a rural setting,
is only 2 miles from downtown Frederick
City, making Clustered Spires very conveniently located. With a county population of 300,000 and 13 golf courses, Clustered Spires has earned ” Best of Frederick Golf Course” for the 3rd straight year
and our 17th time out of 20 years! Golf
Digest awards Clustered Spires a 4 star
rating. Clustered Spires reputation is a
great conditioned golf course with wonderful greens and considered the best
value golf course in central Maryland.

WEEKDAY GOLF
We do have a weekday golf schedule.
Here’s the weeks’ leaders. They will
send notifications of exact dates and
times. There’s still a few spaces open.
Charlie would love some more volunteers.

Saturday, May 15, 2021
Raspberry Falls Golf and Hunt
Club
Leesburg, VA
The snow will be melted, and ASGA-DC’s
celebration of the 2021 golf season is
scheduled for Saturday, May 15, 2021,
when we return to one of our favorite venues, Raspberry Falls Golf & Hunt Club.
New for 2021, Raspberry Falls is completing an expansion of its outdoor dining
area, which will be near the Pro Shop entrance, the putting green/food & beverage
entrance at the rear of the club house
(which also is undergoing a renovation). As
a result, the Chapter is planning to host an
after-golf buffet dinner with all outdoor seating. (In case of questionable weather, tenting/canopies are available for the outdoor
dining area.) Stay tuned!
Cost: Will be announced with the official
announcement.
Note: We will be limited to a maximum of
48 ASGA members.
Date: Saturday, May 15, 2021
Tee Time: Modified shotgun start at 12:30
PM for a maximum of 48 golfers
Host: Leesa Weiss, EC
“ If profanity had an influence on the
flight of the ball, the game of golf would
be played far better than it is “
— H.G. Hutchinson

Date.
4/5-9
4/8-16
4/19-23
4/26-30
5/3-7
5/10-14
5/17-21
5/24-28
5/31-6/4
6/7-11
6/14-18.
6/21-26.
6/28-7/2
7/5-9
7/12-16
7/19-23
7/26-30
8/2-6
8/9-13
8/16-20
8/23-27
8/30-9/3
9/6-10
9/13-17
9/20-24
9/27-10/1
10/4-8
10/11-15
10/18-22
10/25-29

Host
BJ
Ruth
Kathleen
Ellie
Charlie
Heidi
Scott
Marion
Suzanne
Betsy
David
Marion
Leesa
Kathie
Heidi
BJ
Ruth
David
Ellie
Suzanne
Scott
Liz
Joan
Betsy
Charlie
Joan
Kathleen
Open
Open
Open

18 Upgrades You Can Make to
Your Golf Bag Right Now
~Golf Digest, Apr 16, 2020

Many of us are confined to our homes
during the coronavirus pandemic, the
mind easily wanders about the game we
love. Though playing the game may be a
non-starter in many areas, it doesn’t
mean we can’t plan for our future golf
rounds, whenever those might be. To
help occupy the mind, consider these
thoughts for ways to freshen up and upgrade your equipment.
Re-grip your clubs
What’s that you say? You don’t know
how to do this? Come on, man. We’re in
the age of do-it-yourself tasks. All you

need is some two-way tape, solvent and
grips. Remove your old grips and the tape
underneath and clean the area with solvent. Place two-way tape on each side of
the shaft. Pour some solvent in the grip
(with your thumb covering the hole on the
butt end) then put the solvent over the twoway tape then slide the grip on. Adjust it so
it is on straight, then cut away any excess
tape that is exposed. See, we knew you
could do it.
Do a ball fitting … at home
You would think fitting might be one of
the least likely activities you can take advantage of in these stay-at-home days, but
with a little creativity and some technology,
you’d be surprised. For example, there’s
ball fitting, a complicated process that
seemingly requires a launch monitor and
your own personal data analytics team.
Well, with Bridgestone’s VFit ball-fitting
app, you can get a ball recommendation
based on the swing data obtained from
your smartphone’s camera. The system
works best when you’re hitting a real ball,
but you can hit a ball into a net or any other type of backstop. The VFit video is uploaded to Bridgestone’s ball-fitting team
and a recommendation is returned within
24 hours that includes not only the right
Bridgestone ball for you but also your
swing data, including clubhead speed, ball
speed, launch angle, spin rate, carry distance and total distance. As Bridgestone’s
golf ball fitting manager Adam Rehberg
said, “It’s simple and effective.”
Or a clubfitting with Ping via Zoom
Interesting times make for interesting
ways to solve problems. In the case of
Ping, how do you conduct clubfittings
when you’re supposed to be social distancing? The solution: do them via Zoom.
Ping is making its fitters available for 30minute one-on-one fitting sessions where
its fitters will use tools at their disposal as
well as look at video of your swing and/or
putting stroke to get you into the right
clubs, shaft and set makeup. The TeleFittings are available in North America only
and can be scheduled at pinggolf.appointlet.com.
Clean your grooves
You’ve just hit a shot with one of your
wedges and some of the dirt from impact
is in the grooves. But instead of cleaning
the dirt out, you just give the face a quick

wipe with your freshly cleaned towel (see
below) and leave it at that. That’s what we
call an unforced error. Now, if you’re playing from the fairway, it won’t make much
difference. But if you’re in the rough, the
grooves are designed to channel away
water and debris and assist spin. But that’s
difficult to do if the groove is filled with dirt.
And seriously, it’s not like you’re ripping the
ball back on shots out of the rough. You
need all the help you can get.
Wash your golf towel
You’ve spent the last month wiping down
everything known to mankind, but still that
towel adorning your bag hasn’t seen the
inside of a washing machine since the first
term of the Obama administration. In the
meantime, you’ve wiped off many a filthy
clubface and—come on, admit it—probably
blown your nose in there once or twice.
When we’re busy cleaning everything else,
it’s time to throw the towel in as well.
Empty your bag of unnecessary items
Never has there been a better time to get
rid of dead weight in your bag. Walking or
pushing a cart are likely to be the norm for
some time, so take everything (and we
mean everything) out of your bag and only
put back in what you absolutely have to.
That means six balls max; two gloves, a
scorer’s pencil (because it might be awhile
before those are distributed) and maybe 10
tees, a ball marker and a rangefinder along
with your 14 clubs. This will lighten the load
considerably. Trust us, your back will thank
you.
Throw out last year’s gloves
Parting is difficult, but gloves that have
holes in them, have the cuff unraveling or
are all crusted up are of zero value—even
if they’re the only gloves you own. Toss
those puppies out and start anew, buying
two or three gloves that you can use in a
rotation.
Upend your bag
As part of that bag purge, let’s not forget
about all the crap that gets into the bottom
of your bag. Take the clubs out and turn
that sucker over and give it a shake. Along
with dirt and grass we wouldn’t be surprised to see a couple of tees, maybe a
bag tag or scorecard and possibly a coin or
two. You don’t want all that mingling with
your grips and it takes seconds to do. Hint:
Do this in your driveway unless you want to
add vacuuming to your chores for the day.

Buy a small carry bag or pushcart
Walking is now almost mandatory. That
makes that steamer-trunk of a bag you
have a liability. Now is probably the time
to get online and purchase a lightweight
carry bag and/or a pushcart to help get
you around the course without undue
fatigue. Walking is more enjoyable with
the right equipment.
Work on your course management
In many places, the only golf a lot of
folks are playing is in their heads. That
can be an effective way to better understand strategy, but it’s even more effective if you’ve got artificial intelligence and
your own statistical profile to guide you.
That’s where Arccos Caddie comes in.
The GPS-based stat-tracking app that
records performance data through club
sensors uses its machine-learning powered analytics through its Arccos Caddie
Preview mode to show each user the
best strategy to play every hole on a
course, taking you through the round shot
by shot and showing the best percentage
plays in each situation. The feature is
available after five full 18-hole rounds
and shows you ideal strategies for any
hole on any course in the world. It even
will let you replay certain historical shots
with predictions of your own personal stat
-based probable outcome. Pro tip: We’re
not liking your success rate at replicating
Bubba Watson’s shot from the 2012 Masters playoff.

Take a hard look at your set makeup
Can’t play golf right now (or as much as
you would like)? Take some time and play
some imaginary rounds in your head. But
instead of holing out on the 18th at Pebble
Beach to snatch the U.S. Open from Tiger
Woods, play your home course and be
realistic. What shots are preventing you
from scoring better? Maybe you’re flaring
those long irons every time. Maybe you
have wedge shots that you don’t have a
wedge for? Perhaps you can’t turn your
driver over off the tee, but a majority of
holes have trouble on the right. What we’re
talking about is set makeup. Maybe you
need hybrids in place of long irons or another wedge. Whatever it is, now is a good
time to do some set makeup soul searching.
Change out the cleats in your shoes
Now’s a great time to get a grip. That
includes with your golf shoes. If they’re
worn-down, they’re easy enough to replace yourself. In fact, most online golf
retailers offer a cleat pack that also comes
with a cleat wrench. In other words, no
excuses. By the way, don't wait for all the
cleats to go. Cleats in certain parts of a
shoe tend to wear out faster than others.

Clean your shoes
We know. Along with having the locker
room attendant change your cleats, you
also usually have them clean your shoes,
too. But we live in a different time than we
did a month or two ago. While easy to ig-

nore doing these, some liquid soap and
warm water along with a soft towel or soft
bristle brush will get the job done. You’ll be
so proud of yourself you’ll be tempted to
drop yourself a few bucks as a tip.
Fiddle around with adjustability
If you’re playing, you’re not playing competitively. As such, it’s the perfect opportunity to tinker around with different settings
on your adjustable clubs. Charles Howell III
tries out his clubs in all the possible settings just to see what it does. There’s a
lesson there. The settings might end up
back where they were originally, but you
might find something that’s a better option.

Trade in clubs
Now’s a great time to take inventory of all
the clubs you will never use again and do a
little research. The PGA.com Value Guide
lists some 60 brands and more than 6,000
models that will be accepted as trade-ins,
even online. And who doesn’t like free
money?
Mark all your golf balls
We’re all guilty of it. We wait until we get
to the first tee and then we mark our ball. If
you still have those four dozen balls from
the holidays, use your extra time to mark
them as you normally would, leave them
out for a few minutes, then put them back
in their sleeves. Not only won’t you have to
rush to mark your ball, but the marking
won’t smudge on your first couple of shots.
Change the battery in your rangefinder
You know what sucks? Grabbing your
rangefinder on the second hole and getting
that flashing light that your battery is dead.
Even if your battery isn’t at that level yet,
unless you’ve changed the battery recently
do so now. It beats the heck out of guessing at distances, pacing off yardages or
looking for that 150 marker and holding up
the groups behind you. --

ASGA-DC Communications
Share your content!
Did you take some awesome pictures
at an event? Share them by sending to
BJ Barger, bjbarger@verizon.net.
Our website is www.singlesgolfdc.com.
Our social and golf schedule are published on the website and updated frequently. Check the list below for National websites.
Have you “friended” ASGA-DC on Facebook yet? It’s the best way to get the
latest news, recaps and pictures from
ASGA-DC events. You can also add
your pictures from our events.
The Facebook name is SinglesGolf
Asgadc. or you can go to https://
www.facebook.com/singlesgolf.asgadc.5
If you friend us you can see all our posts
plus those of other members. If you’d
prefer to not share everything, you can
change your Facebook privacy setting by
going to Settings, Privacy, then answer
the question, “who can see my posts?”
by changing it to My Friends on Facebook. That way, your posts won’t be
seen by all.
Like us, friend us, find out what’s happening with ASGA-DC!
Since having to check back to the website for schedule updates and pairings
updates is inconvenient, we also have a
Yahoo listserve. Announcements on upcoming social and golf events, as well as
reminders and updates to these events,
are sent out to subscribers to the
listserve. A couple of days before a golf
event, the pairings and tee times are also
sent out.
To subscribe, send an email to:
ASGA-DC-Chapter-subscribe@
yahoogroups.com. Be sure to include
your name in the subject of the note and
do not include anything else in the body
of the note.

Save these links and phone number for easy access to information about
local and national ASGA events:
ASGA-DC Meetup site
ASGA-DC Chapter:
ASGA-DC Chapter Events:
ASGA-DC Facebook
ASGA-National:
ASGA Newsletters:
ASGA Chapter Rosters:
ASGA Member Account Info:

http://www.meetup.com/ASGADC/
http://www.singlesgolfdc.com/
http://www.singlesgolfdc.com//schedule
https://www.facebook.com/Singlesgolf.asgadc.5
http://www.singlesgolf.com
http://www.singlesgolf.com/chapter_list.php
http://www.singlesgolf.com/roster.php
http://www.singlesgolf.com (click on “My Account”)

About Our Members
(THIS REPORT RAN 02/24/2021)

Happy Birthday to these members:
David Bath - 02/21
Sandra Brunken - 03/10
Kathie Hiatt - 03/11
Ellie Hochman - 02/20
Linda Johnson - 03/09
Linda Kilroy - 02/17
Alicia McCarthy - 02/07
Karen Nicely - 02/14
Geoffrey Pennoyer - 02/22
Kimberly Prather - 02/24
David Sheets - 03/09
Todd Sheffer - 02/14
Steven Vito - 03/06
Charles Walters - 03/05
These members are up for renewal:
(date shown is last day of membership)
Margaret Brown - 02/28/2021
Pat DiDonato - 02/28/2021
Helen Flaim - 02/28/2021
Frank Kyle - 02/28/2021
Velma Layton - 02/28/2021
Eugenia Lee - 02/28/2021
Joe Peralta - 02/28/2021
Deb Swedberg - 02/28/2021
Cathy Thompson - 02/28/2021
Felicia Wilson - 02/28/2021
Welcome newest members:
Brett Meyer - Joined 01/05/2021
Rhonda Young - Joined 01/15/2021
These members recently renewed:
Kimberly Litherland
These members did not renew their
dues:
(date shown is date membership expired)
Susan Bennett - 12/31/2020
John Donnelly - 01/31/2021
Jean Fleming - 01/31/2021
Robert Lovas - 12/31/2020
Mike Makfinsky - 12/31/2020
Lynn Chandler Pivik - 12/31/2020
Jody Ruth - 12/31/2020
To renew your dues today, go to
SinglesGolf.com/renew If you wish to
renew over the phone, call 980-833-6450,
M-F, 9-2 Eastern Time.
Our chapter currently has 122 members

ASGA chapters would not exist without the effort of local volunteers who make your life
more enjoyable. They book the golf outings, social events, do membership committee
work and handle the communications you receive through emails, your newsletter and website postings. So a big thank you to those who stepped forward to make a difference in
2020. Names in BOLD are members who held chairperson positions within the chapter:
2020 Chapter Presidents
Marian Gogola, Albany
Carmine Manicone, Asheville
Mike Lawton, Boston
Alice Zyks, Chicago
Donna Lawson, Cincinnati
Michael Bowyer, Dallas-Ft. Worth
Sandi Smith, Denver
Rich Zdunczyk, Hartford
Dolores Scardine, Indianapolis
Claudia Skarvinko, Jacksonville
Miles Hartley, Kansas City
Pat French, LA-Orange County
Bob Puglis, North Jersey
Carolyn Aldorfer, Orlando
Marc Levinson, Palm Beach County
Dianne Gardner, Palm Springs
Kurt Kraenbring, Philadelphia
Mike Young, Pinehurst
Fred Weinberg, Sarasota
Pat Bonner, Seattle
Kim McIntyre, SE Michigan
Lola Arena, SW Florida
Roberta Clark, Tampa Bay
Mary Joy, The Villages
Terrie Juba, Tucson
Dan Morris, Washington DC

Board Chairpersons
Mary (Bunny) Antonellis, Boston
Ruth Wiechmann Browne, Chicago
Tim Maybury, Cincinnati
William Wray, Dallas-Ft. Worth
Debbie Misrack, Denver
Rick Avery, Hartford
Rick Buie, Kansas City

Tom Connolly, North Jersey
Andy Knisley, Sarasota
Marcy Tufarolo, Seattle
Nelson Greaves, SE Michigan
Dottie Hockey, The Villages

Golf Committee Members
Deb Ptansinki, Albany
Sandy Kunz, Albany
Andy Anderson, Asheville
Janice Schneider, Boston
Marie Bush, Chicago
Marsha Barnholtz, Cincinnati
Dave Forney, Cincinnati
Steve Verret, Denver
Hank Denst, Denver
Paul Masimer, Denver
Cheryl Woodin, Hartford
Ann Van Ness, Indianapolis
Wayne Fullington, Jacksonville
Gerri Pulaski, Kansas City
David Martin, Kansas City
Pat Pack, North Jersey
Bob Driscoll, Orlando
Rich Levy, Palm Beach County
Barbara Nuismer, Palm Springs
Lori Alvarez, Philadelphia
Kathy Slotter, Pinehurst
Butch Lundren, Pinehurst
Earl Quam, Pinehurst
Mike Young, Pinehurst
Shirley Mandarino, Sarasota
Janet Swanson, Seattle
Tish Gordon, SE Michigan
Suzanne Schmidt, SW Florida
Nathan Pearlman, Tampa Bay
Sarah Brown, Tampa Bay

Jane Boyle, The Villages
Larry Sheets, The Villages
Carol Sexton, The Villages
Jeanne Simmons, The Villages
Marcia Smith, The Villages
Tom Boylan, The Villages
Charlene Barton, The Villages
Jack Parker, The Villages
Chris Avent, The Villages
Sue Sleasman, Tucson
Charlie Walters, Washington DC
Ruth D’Alessandro, Washington DC

Social Committee Members
Kathleen Patterson, Albany
Kathie Alonso, Asheville
Paula Fish, Boston
Dianne Williams, Boston
Kathi Brown, Chicago
Sharon Meyer, Chicago
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From the USGA —

COVID-19 Rules and Handicapping FAQs
The guidance below supplements a memo released by the USGA as to how the Rules of Golf and Rules of Handicapping
apply in response to questions received from golf course owners, administrators, tournament organizers and golfers. As
was noted in that memo, it is not the intended purpose of the below guidance to either encourage or discourage anyone
from playing the game, but rather, in our governance role, to help golf course operators, committees and golfers better understand how the Rules of Golf and Rules of Handicapping apply to the various questions we have received.
The questions received fit into four main topics. In each of the four topics below, the guidance provided serves both to directly answer the questions asked as well as cover additional considerations that might also serve useful.

FLAGSTICK
May a course remove all flagsticks to minimize the possibility of exposing players to coronavirus?
May a committee introduce a code of conduct that does not allow players to remove (or even touch) the flagstick?

•

The flagstick serves an important purpose in the game of golf – that is as an indicator to a player as to where the hole is
located on the putting green or a target for shots.
• If a Committee decides to set-up a golf course without flagsticks, consideration should be given as to how best to support such a decision by providing players the location of each hole on the green. Whether this is general guidance (such as
in the right front portion) or through a detailed hole-location sheet.
• As another means of minimizing exposure to players, a Committee might decide to introduce a code of conduct that
prohibits players from touching or removing the flagstick. As is authorized under Rule 1.2b, such a code could also include
penalties (such as one penalty stroke or the general penalty) if a player is in breach of its standards.
• Before a Committee decides to introduce such a restriction, it is recommended that consideration be given to the fact
that removing the flagstick is an instinctual, even automated, act for many players. Drafting such a code of conduct to restrict only deliberate acts to affect the outcome of the hole would be reflective of that reality and would mean that a playe r
who instinctually removes the flagstick would not get a penalty in doing so.
• If a Committee takes any of the above actions, it is at the discretion of the Committee whether scores would be acceptable for handicap purposes.

BUNKERS AND BUNKER RAKES
We have removed all bunker rakes from our course to help stop the spread of coronavirus. What options do we
have for players who end up in unraked areas?

•

By removing rakes from the course, the Committee has various options as to how best to address the likely possibility
of a player’s ball coming to rest in an unmaintained area of sand and should consider which is the best approach under your
unique circumstances.
• If you have limited play and most players at your course use a golf cart, the best approach might be to ask that each
player takes a rake with them.
• If it is decided that no additional Rules will be put into effect to deal with these areas, it would be advisable to strongly
encourage that players try their best to smooth the disturbed area with a foot or a club.
• Additional options could include changing the status of bunkers to be part of the general area. This would give players
additional options under multiple relief rules (Rules 16 and 19) and would remove the restrictions normally in effect under
Rule 12.
• Ground under repair could be used in two different manners. The first being to declare all bunkers to be ground under
repair and treat them as part of the general area. This would allow players the option to take free relief outside the bunker
under Rule 16.1. The second is to treat disturbed areas only as ground under repair. This would still allow a player free relief from such areas, but would require such relief to be taken elsewhere within the bunker.
• As a last resort, we have fielded questions as to whether a Committee may add a preferred lies local rule that would
allow a player to place the ball elsewhere in a bunker without penalty (such as within one club length of where the ball came
to rest). While that may seem like a good option in that it requires players to play from the bunker, there will be times whe n
no effective relief would be available to a player, such as when a bunker is frequently played from and large areas are unraked. It would be recommended that the other options, such as those listed above are considered first, noting that using

the ground under repair options above ensure a player will get full relief and when dropping from knee height, balls very
rarely plug.
• If a Committee takes any of the above actions, it is at the discretion of the Committee whether scores would be acceptable for handicap purposes.

SCORECARDS AND SCORING
We are holding a competition, but want to limit how scorecards are exchanged both between players and after the
round to the Committee. Do you have any recommendations?

•

The Rules already allow numerous options to address these concerns noting that certifying a score does not require a
physical signature, nor does it require a physical scorecard.
• If a Committee wishes to run a competition using a form of electronic scoring, this could come in many forms, such as
asking that each marker send an email to the Committee and the player he or she is marking for, including the player’s hole by-hole scores. The player can then reply to verify the accuracy of the card.
• When electronic methods are used, such as the email example above or similar methods that involve text messaging,
the Committee should decide when a scorecard would be considered to have been returned. For example, this could be
when the player responds certifying that the scores are correct or some other action that the Committee might consider more
appropriate.
• A Committee might also wish to employ the above method but also combine these with a physical scorecard by having
the marker take a picture of the completed scorecard and either email or text it to the Committee using the same process
described above.
• If physical scorecards are the preferred method, a Committee may wish to have the player and marker not exchange
cards but rather verbally communicate the hole-by-hole scores to the Committee verbally in the scoring area. Additionally,
verbal confirmation could be a substitute for the physical signature. As with the electronic scoring methods described above,
the Committee should be diligent to clearly define when a scorecard has been returned, such as when a player leaves the
golf shop if that is where the process takes place.
• If a Committee takes any of the above actions, it is at the discretion of the Committee whether scores would be acceptable for handicap purposes.

MODIFICATIONS TO THE HOLE; NOT REQUIRING THAT PLAYERS HOLE OUT
A number of questions have been received that relate to modifying the hole so that players no longer need to reach into the
hole to remove a ball to minimize the possibility of exposing golfers to coronavirus.
These have included some courses setting holes so that the hole liner remains an inch or two above the surface of the green
while others have placed various objects into the hole or around the flagstick (such as foam pool noodles or plastic piping)
so that a ball is unable to fall to the bottom.
While in all of these instances, the ball is not holed per the Rules of Golf (Rule 3.3c), a round played under these conditio ns
will result in an acceptable score for handicap purposes using the most likely score guidelines (see Rule 3.3 of the Rules of
Handicapping).
While the most likely score procedure is intended to support certain formats of play where the player is not required to hole
out (such as in match play when the player’s next stroke is conceded or in fourball stroke play when a partner picks up), it is
also temporarily in effect where the above described safety measures are being used.
When using most likely score, the player should consider the number of strokes most likely required to complete the hole,
and determine whether the ball would have been holed or not. Most likely score is at the player's best judgment and should
not be used to gain an unfair advantage.
This measure is temporary and in effect within the United States until advised otherwise by the USGA.
The above guidance will continue to be updated. If you have any questions or concerns, you can contact the Rules of Golf
and Rules of Handicapping departments by going to www.USGA.org.
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Call Us at 1-980-833-6450
Fax This Form to Us
Email/Mail This Form To Us
Online (SinglesGolf.com/join)

MONTH & DAY BORN _______________

Note: Meeting locations may vary. Upon joining, you will receive a monthly newsletter telling you about monthly
meetings, outings, etc. If you have any questions, contact your local chapter leader or call 1-888-GOLFMATE
or 980-833-6450. Please complete information box at right.

YOUR USGA HANDICAP® ____________ or
AVERAGE GOLF SCORE ____________

Dues are $89.00 (for12 months) OR $178.00 for 24 months (includes free ASGA logo’d shirt when joining for two years!). Best rate per year
is $267 with our “buy 3 years, get 4th free + shirt” plan. Credit card users: JOIN BY PHONE: 1-980-833-6450 or FAX COMPLETED FORM to
1-980-225-0231. Your membership kit will be mailed upon receipt of payment. Free shipping if ASGA shirt is ordered with application.
PRINT CLEARLY - THE INFO BELOW SHOWS HOW IT WILL APPEAR ON YOUR CHAPTER’S ROSTER. (*SEE OPT-OUT CLAUSE BELOW)

HOW DID YOU HEAR ABOUT US? __________________ CHAPTER YOU ARE JOINING OR RENEWING IN: _________________
NAME __________________________________________________ E-MAIL ADDR: _______________________________________
ADDRESS __________________________________________ CITY_______________________________ ST ______ ZIP _______
HOME (______)_____________________ WORK/CELL (______)____________________ EMPL. BY ________________________
POSITION_________________________ ( ) AVAILABLE FOR WEEKDAY GOLF ( ) WILLING TO VOLUNTEER FOR CHAPTER
NOTE: ASGA DOES NOT CONDUCT BACKGROUND CHECKS ON APPLICANTS FOR MEMBERSHIP OR MEMBERS OF THE ASSOCIATION. Golf can be a dangerous sport. Accidents can
occur by you or another party striking a golf ball, by a golf cart turning over, or simply falling down steps. PLEASE TAKE ADEQUATE PRECAUTION when playing in ASGA events.
Chapters and individuals running golf tournaments are not professionals but are volunteers, and therefore, you must assume additional responsibility for your own safety.
Please abide by the safety rules posted inside your golf cart, at the golf course, as well as the official website of the United States Golf Association (www.USGA.org). If you
have a safety concern, you must immediately bring it to the attention of the person(s) running an event, your chapter president or golf course management personnel.
LEGAL STUFF : Read this section in a larger font at SinglesGolf.com/Legal-Stuff
RELEASE FROM LIABILITY AND EXPRESS ASSUMPTION OF RISK: I, the undersigned Applicant (hereinafter referred to as
“Releasor”), in consideration of being permitted to participate in golf activities organized or sponsored by ASGA, Inc., d/b/a
American Singles Golf Association, a Delaware Corporation, or its affiliate chapters in the United States and Canada, (the
“Releasees”) and other good and valuable consideration, the receipt and sufficiency is hereby acknowledged, hereby on behalf
of myself and my heirs, distributees, guardians, and legal representatives agree to fully indemnify, defend, hold harmless, and
not to sue Releasees and/or Releasee’s directors, officers, employees, agents, and affiliates from and on account of any and all
past, present, and future claims, debts, causes of action, damages, personal injuries, wrongful deaths, property loss, and
property damage (including attorney’s fees and costs relative thereto), whether due or not, direct or contingent, liquidated or
unliquidated, latent or patent, known or unknown, which in any way concern or relate to any act or omission of Releasees.
Except in the event of any gross and willful negligence, I shall bring no claims, demands, actions and causes of action, and/or
litigation, against Releasees for any economic and non-economic losses due to bodily injury, death, property damage, sustained
by me in relation to the premises and operations of the golf course, including riding on golf carts or playing the game of golf. I
am aware that participation in and/or observance of the golf activities and/or other activities sponsored by Releasees is or may
be an inherently dangerous activity and may have health-related risks, and agree that I am voluntarily participating in and/or
observing such activities with full knowledge of all dangers and risks involved. In addition, I hereby expressly assume all risks of
injury, death, property loss, property damage, and other loss and damage which may occur relative to my participation in and/or
observance of such activities. I understand and agree that this Release includes any and all claims based on the past, present
and future ordinary negligence, action, and/or inaction of Releasees and/or Releasee’s directors, officers, employees, agents,
and affiliates. I acknowledge that I have read this Release, have been fully and completely advised of the potential dangers
incidental and inherent to the participation in and/or observance of the activities organized and/or sponsored by Releasees, and
am fully aware of the legal consequences of signing the Application Form acknowledging this Release. I agree that this Release, waiver and indemnity agreement is intended to be as broad and inclusive as permitted by the laws of the State of my
residency, and that if any portion of this Release is held invalid, it is agreed that the balance shall, notwithstanding continue in
full force and effect.
TERMS AND CONDITIONS: Membership in the American Singles Golf Association (ASGA) becomes effective upon receipt of
dues and is valid for the period of time requested as indicated on the application form, subject to these Terms and Conditions. I
am 21 years or older, single (i.e. never married OR divorced OR legally separated OR widowed), and have read and accepted,
as a condition of joining, the Release from Liability and Express Assumption of Risk shown above.
I understand that dues are non-refundable and are subject to change. I agree that all rosters, membership lists, e-mail
addresses, or any other information provided to him/her as a result of their membership in ASGA are the property of ASGA and
shall not be used for any purpose other than ASGA. I understand that the information provided on the Application for Membership may be reproduced on the chapter’s roster and distributed to other ASGA members and published on
www.SinglesGolf.com, otherwise, I will note at the bottom of this form if I wish certain information not to be published.
* OPT-OUT CLAUSE: I understand that I may, at any time, request any information on me not to be reprinted, reproduced or
distributed, such as home phone, address, etc. in or on any newsletter, roster, website, etc. Such request to be noted below in
“Notes by Applicant” section or emailed to info@SinglesGolf.com. ASGA may not be held liable for inadvertent publishing of optout information.
PRIVACY: See our privacy policy at www.SinglesGolf.com/privacy
DISPUTES: In the event of any dispute of any matter or concerning the terms and/or conditions of membership, those matters
and/or the interpretation of the terms and conditions shall be governed by the laws of the State of North Carolina and the parties
agree to submit disputes arising out of or in connection with this Agreement to courts of Mecklenburg County, North Carolina.
AGREEMENT TO POLICIES OF THE NATIONAL ORGANIZATION (ASGA) AND LOCAL CHAPTER: By submitting this form
and payment, I agree to abide by the “ASGA Policies” as outlined in the Policy section of www.SinglesGolf.com/policy as well as
ASGA bylaws (www.SinglesGolf.com/bylaws) and my local chapter’s bylaws and policies as currently in effect.

See above Legal Stuff in larger font online at www.SinglesGolf.com/Legal-Stuff
NOTES BY APPLICANT: ________________________________________________________________________________

** There is a $25 charge for any check returned from your bank.

DUES - 24 Months - $178 (includes free ASGA logo’d shirt - Most Popular!)
DUES (Join for 3 years, 4th year free - $267 (incl. free shirt - best value)
DUES - 12 Months + ASGA logo’d golf shirt - $119 (includes shipping)
DUES - 12 Months - $89
If a shirt is included, indicate ( ) Male ( ) Female Size: _______
Check Paid To “ASGA, Inc.” Enclosed**

TOTAL $________

Please charge my major credit/debit card indicated below:

No. ______________________________________ Exp. ______
SIGNATURE REQUIRED! By signing below, I agree to the Terms,
Condition and Release (“Legal Stuff”) as set forth at left and, if appropriate, authorize payment by my credit/debit card shown above.

Signature ___________________________ Date ____________
Credit Card Users Can Join By Calling 1-980-833-6450, 9-2 Eastern Time, M-F
Join By Fax: 1-980-225-0231 or Scan & Email to Info@SinglesGolf.com
REFERRED BY: _________________________________________________________
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