
From the Prez 
   Here we are with most of 2020 behind 
us, thank goodness!!  But we shall make 
the rest of the year as good as we can, 
which, given our resilience, will be pretty 
doggone good!  
   We have so much to be thankful for – 
family, friends, our wonderful country, 
health, the great golf at Pinehurst, the 
great dining at Pinehurst, the terrific offic-
ers we have (Be sure to thank them!!) and 
the warm, congenial members in our chap-
ter.  Feel free to add to this shortened list. 
   The Winter Solstice is just around the 
corner which means that the daylight 
hours are diminishing and the temps just 
may be a trifle cooler.  Nothing we can’t 
handle.  The challenges of this wonderful, 
frustrating, exciting, embarrassing, reward-
ing game that requires so little and so 
much at the same time don’t change with 
the weather.  Our shots may demand any-
thing from simple execution to 
“imagicnation” but the satisfaction of a well 
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Upcoming Multi-Chapter Events (see SinglesGolf.com/events) 
• Bringing in the New Year 2021—Arriving in Florida on Sunday, 

January 3, departing January 6.  We’ll be at the Ritz-Carlton 
Grande Lakes - Orlando.  We believe we’ve got some great rates 
as traditionally the crowds return home after the New Year’s. 
Details at SinglesGolf.com/NewYears 

to an earlier in the year time slot.  We’ll 
have to explore course availability – any 
suggestions? 
   Moving on, we have a request/reminder 
about leaving the green area after the hole 
is over.  Please do it when you’re finished 
with each hole.  There is no reason to lin-
ger in an area where we can be hit by golf 
balls.  PLEASE Write the scores down on 
the next tee – you can remember them 
that long.  If you can’t remember for that 
period of time, then please don’t volunteer 
to be the foursome’s scorekeeper.  I’d ra-
ther have an inaccurate score than an 
injury.  Wouldn’t you? 
   The Charlotte Chapter is most apprecia-
tive of being included in our events – they 
enjoy our company (Who wouldn’t?) as 
well as the terrific choices of courses that 
we have.  Ergo, they are inviting us to par-
ticipate in their outings.  They do play 
some pretty fair venues themselves.   We 
are currently setting up a way for their 
mailing to include us.  We shall probably 

struck shot never disappoints.  We each 
have our own level of ability and expec-
tations giving us our own challenges. 
Doing well, or even just trying to suc-
ceed, brings us back again and again. 
How we handle the “minor misfortunes” 
as well as the highs of well-played 
strokes tests us further. 
   We’ve had our Pinehurst Cup and Club 
Championship, but the excitement isn’t 
over what with the Pinehurst – Charlotte 
Challenge Cup just around the corner. 
The Charlotte Chapter members have 
wanted to participate in the Pinehurst 
Cup for a few years so, to accommodate 
them (And to indulge ourselves, WE like 
the competition, too) we’ve arranged to 
pretty much duplicate the format of the 
Pinehurst Cup.  This will be Chapter vs. 
Chapter.  The sites will be Talamore GC 
and the Mid South Club, each an excel-
lent match play venue.  We hope to 
make this an annual competition.  All in 
all, we’ll probably try to move the event 
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end up doing an internal invitation of some 
sort.  The Charlotte Chapter utilizes Meetup 
for their internal communications. Here, 
again, any suggestions are welcome. Car-
pooling would be a good way to go. 
   Stay hydrated, eat well and exercise.  (I 
hope I’m starting to sound like our Moms, 
who turned out to be pretty smart after all.) 

 
From the Fairways  
(and other places) 
   Right up front – Many thanks to Jim Legg 
for helping us open the door to play CCNC. 
The courses are excellent, but their pricing is 
not inexpensive.  A handful of us put up the 
$  (OK the $$$) to play the Cardinal course 
along with a contingent from the Charlotte 
Chapter.  We were not disappointed as the 
maintenance is superb, even though the 
course isn’t always “user friendly”.  We 
played a simple Assault on Par for the Game 
of the Day where Mike Young took first and 
Denise Atkins, third with Phyllis tying for 
fifth.  Phyllis did make a net eagle on the 
16th hole, while Denise bombed her drives 
as impressively as ever. 
   On to Foxfire GC where we tackled the 
Grey Fox in a 9 & Tailgate where Pat Kou-
bek, striking the ball very well, edged Phyl-
lis out for the top spot with Charlane a sin-
gle swing behind.  Charlie, who lives just off 
the first green, dropped his work and joined 
us on the second hole.  Patty Allan is get-
ting back in the swing as she drove the sec-
ond green, Lynn continued her improved 
ball striking, Tom Zaleski parred the 4th, Ed 
made a couple of pars, Carole failed to turn 
in her card (She probably would have con-
tended.), Mike Roche and Phyllis took the 
CTP honors.  But the highlight of the day 
went to Charlie as he holed out on the 5th 
hole from 56 yards.  As an aside, on the 
third hole a couple of rambunctious dogs 
came out to join us with tails wagging and 
looking for petting and possibly treats.  A 
fellow came out and took them back indoors 
but he wouldn’t leave us his name so....we 
don’t know “Who let the dogs out”.  I’d say 
I’m sorry for that, but we all know that I’m 
not.  
   Off to Longleaf G&FC for an 18 holes 
where Mother Nature flirted with joining us, 
so several of our potential players stayed 
home.  The day turned out fine and we 
changed our format to Assault on Par.  

Butch had a net 68 and Susan a net 71 to 
lead their foursome to a one shot victory. 
Kathy Slotter chipped in 6 strokes to help 
the victors.  Pat Koubek was leading Jamie 
and Mike in pursuit but got chilled and with-
drew after 9 holes, but not before capturing 
the CTP $. 
   Whispering Woods GC scheduled all of 
their play to start on the back 9 so that we 
could have our 9 & Tailgate outing on the 
back 9, which we strongly prefer.  Kathy 
Schlagel romped home 5 strokes ahead of 
Betty to claim the Laurel Wreath.  Lynn 
came in third with Margaret Young and 
Nancy Peterson tied for fourth.  Eddie was 
steady as was Jim Legg,  that can happen 
when you play with Betty who has tempo 
that the pros strive for.  Nancy V. made par 
on the looooong 18th hole and Lynn 
spanked several shots and dropped a 34 
foot putt on the 13th hole.  Margaret Young 
topped that as she holed out from just off 
the green on the 10th hole (41 feet) and 
followed that impressive shot by two putting 
from 86 feet out on the 14th.  Good to see 
Nancy Peterson back from her Zombie 
Hiatus. 
   We descended on Tillery Tradition GC to 
find, much to our delight, the maintenance 
greatly improved.  The management helped 
us arrange a shotgun start so we all finished 
at, loosely, the same time.  We implement-
ed our Assault on Par format and Jim Legg 
went berserk scoring a record high 16 
points by himself!!  10 on the closing 9 
alone!!  Another record!!  (The drug test was 
negative.)  To make this feat even more 
impressive – Tillery is not a benign layout by 
any means.  Debbie, Dan and Robert were 
the beneficiaries of Jim’s torrid streak. Den-
ise led a charge for second as she made a 
birdie and 6 natural pars while Ed and Mike 
Young helped out.  Joy, Bob and Marcus 
took third as Joy and Bob each shot net 
71’s.  Betty had a net eagle and a couple of 
net birdies,   CTP accolades go to Ed and 
Denise – Ed struck a beautiful shot right at 
the hole, but his ball was enjoying the flight 
so much that it kept going, coming to rest 
53 feet and 7 inches from the hole.  Ed 
thought that it would be a waste of time to 
measure but we did anyway.  The rest of us 
gents failed to get a ball onto the putting 
surface.  I believe that this is a record dis-
tance for CTP.  Denise “nosed” Ed’s shot 
out by 49 feet as she was 4 feet and 5 inch-
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es to win.  The shot of the day, however 
goes to yours truly as a 78 foot uphill putt 
with 15 feet of break found the cup on the 
13th green. 
   Pinewild CC’s Holly course, with it’s re-
cently renovated greens, hosted us for a 9 
& Tailgate as Alice turned her ignorance 
of the layout to advantage, riding some 
excellent shotmaking and avoiding the 
trouble she didn’t know was where to edge 
past Jim Legg with Kathy Slotter 3rd and 
Eagle Earl 4th.  Ed and Pat Koubek cap-
tured the CTP trophies.  Picnic Basket 
Patty made a tough par on the 17th, Char-
lane and Kathy Schlagel each made pars 
on the “what water” 12th hole, Jim started 
with a par, Ed and Mike Roche each had 
a couple of natural pars, while Kathy Slot-
ter made par on the tricky 13th. 
   We got a trifle bizarre with our game 
selection at 7 Lakes GC.  We played a 
“Cha, Cha, Cha” with a shamble feature on 
6 holes.  For those unfamiliar with “Cha, 
Cha, Cha” – it consists of 1 best ball on 
the first hole, 2 best balls on the 2nd hole 
and 3 best balls on the third hole.  Then 
repeat.  Bobbi and Butch lit up the course 
with timely scores (Bobbi even had a net 
ace, but didn’t buy drinks.) to team with 
Robert and Dan to ease into first by 2 
swings.  If Nancy Peterson had been in 
their group, it would have been a runaway 
as Nancy ( a net eagle to go with 5 bird-
ies) lit it up, too, with Kathy Slotter, Scott 
and Marcus helping out to a second place 
finish.  Roy returned to the links after quite 
a hiatus and struck the ball well, but the 
greens did him in, Pat also struck many 
fine shots.  Laura Parziale, a guest, turned 
in a solid natural 81 including a gross bird-
ie on the third hole.  Susan made three 
pars, Margaret Hall tossed in a few net 
birdies, Kathy did make a net eagle with 3 
net birds, Scott tore up the par three’s with 
3 pars, Martez made a solid par on the 
difficult 9th hole, just missing a birdie.  
CTP went to Susan and Robert. 
   At the CC of Whispering Pines, the man-
agement let us switch from their River 
course to the Pines course to avoid some 
sloppy grounds on the River course.  Pat 
Koubek and Mike Roche tied just a cou-
ple of swings ahead of Alice.  Jim Legg 
took the CTP award.  The course was well 
chaperoned as no one scored particularly 
well, though Margaret Young drove well 

as did Pat Koubek.  Nancy spanked one 
nicely on the 15th hole and Alice was 
driving the ball out of sight!!  Well, at least 
on those holes into the sun. 
   Things finally crystallized at Southern 
Pines as the sale was finalized.  We 
stormed the course with a full field of 28 
players (with ed in reserve).  We played a 
simple 2 best balls with all birdies count-
ing.  There was some confusion as to the 
scoring as pars for the gents and then 
ladies didn’t always match.  However, 
when all the dust settled, Bobbi, (again) 
Cheryl Lancaster, Jim Legg and Mar-
cus prevailed.  This was no surprise as 
Bobbi and Jim seemed to be visiting the 
Winner’s Circle” independently, and this 
time they were paired.  Cheryl actually 
led the way with 6 shots under on her 
own ball.  Second were Susan, Char-
lane, Scott and Dan.  Third place went to 
Nancy Peterson, Butch, Jolly and Mike 
Hunter, a former member.  CTP kudos 
go to Patty Booze and Dan.  There were 
a multitude of personal highlights – Nan-
cy had three 3’s, one of them on the par 
4 11th, Jolly had a steady round with a 
net eagle on the 17th, Butch was also 
solid, Joy chipped in with 3 birdies and 
an eagle, Bob had an eagle and birdie, 
Phyllis had a net eagle and three birdies, 
Jamie smote her drives as usual but the 
greens stymied her, Patty Booze had 
three net birds, Sook played well, but the 
greens were unkind to her, too, Martez 
also had 3 net birds, Betty had a natural 
bird on the 11th to go with her 3 net bird-
ies.  Leslie Caronia, Margaret Hall’s 
guest made three natural pars, Mar-
garet’s other guest, Kim Collins, was, 
like so many others done in by the 
greens, Susan had 2 net eagles to go 
with her 3 net birdies and a natural birdie 
on the 13th.  Scott had back-to-back 
natural birdies on 8 and 9, while Patty 
Booze had three natural pars, two of 
them back to back.  But I think that Pat-
ty’s highlight was playing with her de-
lightfully charming and handsome son, 
Robert. 
   The Charlotte Chapter has always en-
couraged us to join them as they us.  
Their schedule is not projected out very 
far, making it difficult to plan.  But Ed, 
Jamie and I slipped down to Cheraw on 
short notice.  Ed, as Captain of the Pine-

hurst side in the upcoming Pinehurst – 
Charlotte Challenge Cup needed to meet 
with Debbie, his counterpart, to arrange the 
first round matches, which we did. Mean-
while, we did play some golf.  The Charlotte 
Chapter doesn’t indulge in games so 
there’s not much to report there, but Smilin’ 
Ed came mere inches from joining the Ea-
gle Club as his tee shot on the 5th hole 
came up soooooo close to the hole. 
   We wrapped up this session with a 9 & 
Tailgate at Longleaf G&FC.  One of the 
best features at Longleaf is the multiple 
options for teeing areas, which several of 
our members took advantage of the “more 
playable” tees.  Sook took the prize by a 
comfortable three stroke margin over Jim 
Legg with Alice and Margaret Young an-
other shot in arrears.  Closest to the Pin 
was as close as can be with Mike Roche 1 
foot and 1 inch with Alice just a miserable 
inch further away.  (They both made their 
putts.)  Mike tacked on a 41 to his CTP 
award.  Carole played well and Ed shot a 
39!!!  Way to go, captain Ed!!  Pat Koubek 
made a superb two putt from 43 feet above 
the hole on the treacherous 4th green for a 
par.  Margaret Young parred the 4th also, 
but Tom Zaleski not only parred 3 and 4 
but tacked on a birdie on the 8th!!  Well 
done, Tom!! 
   We have our Pinehurst – Charlotte Chal-
lenge Cup on the line this Holiday week-
end.  It’ll probably be over by the time you 
receive this Newsletter.  Stay tuned. 
   We have been waiting on Pine Needles 
and the Pinehurst Resort to agree on dates 
to play at their courses before filling out the 
Winter schedule.  Well, the Resort will be 
hosting us on course #8 on the 20th of De-
cember.  Ta Da!!  We shall be making multi-
tudinous arrangements in the next few 
weeks extending into the Spring. 
   We look for your input on courses, restau-
rants, etc. to have an idea of how they all fit 
in with our members’ wants.  So please let 
us know when we have succeeded and/or 
not so we’ll know whether to repeat, or 
avoid, those venues and why.  Thank you. 
And, PLEASE thank your officers, without 
whose diligence, patience and dedication 
this would not be the wonderful chapter it is. 
Words of Wisdom – “A smile increases eve-
ryone’s face value”  
Part 2 – “If someone wrongs you, buy each 
of their children a drum” 



Upcoming Events 
December 
1st – 9 & Tailgate, Midland CC, 2:00 shot-
gun 
12th - Christmas Party, Pine Crest Inn, 
5:30 
20th – 18 holes, Pinehurst #8, 9:50 
29th – 9 & Tailgate at CC of Whispering 
Pines, 2:00 shotgun 
  
January 
1st – Hangover Invitational at one of the 
Pinehurst Resort courses 

 
How to Defuse a Blow-Up Hole 
By Fran Pirozzolo, GolfDigest.com 
 

   It's not uncommon for golfers of all abili-
ties to have a hole or holes that they rou-
tinely play poorly. And they aren't just add-
ing bogeys to the scorecard. It's often a 
catastrophic meltdown, hitting drives way 
off course, skulling chips, leaving balls in 
the bunker and finishing things off with a 
putting exhibition that looks like 
they're trying to miss the hole. Curiously, 
the challenges that these holes present 
don't seem to correlate with the perfor-
mance of the golfer. The holes might be 
difficult, but quadruple-bogey difficult? 
There's more to the story than just a golfer 
struggling to negotiate a tough par 4. 
   One of the reasons is that golfers often 
give these holes higher regard than all 
others. They exaggerate their importance 
and draw on the negative memories from 
previous attempts to play it. They can't 
wait to tell playing partners about how 
many bad breaks they've had on that hole 
and how these breaks seem to happen 
only to them. This type of defeatist attitude 

makes it really hard to score, because 
you think that even if you hit a great drive 
or solid approach, something bad will still 
probably happen. 
   Many great players avoid blow-up 
holes by dealing with their negative expe-
riences in a much healthier way. Jack 
Nicklaus was famous for not remember-
ing blunders others were positive he had 
made. To be clear, Nicklaus did make 
those mistakes, he just chose to disre-
gard them—at least when he was play-
ing. 
   Golfers who get gobbled up by certain 
holes don't use this tactic. Instead, they 
obsess about their mistakes, which 
makes them even easier to access in 
their minds later. If this sounds like you, 
it's likely you no longer have the ability to 
act like Jack and suppress negative 
thoughts about a particular hole or 
holes—we neuroscientists call this the 
"you can't not think about a white bear" 
phenomenon. So what can you do? Try a 
reboot. 
   The next time you reach the tee of a 
personal blow-up hole, treat it as if it's a 
new experience. Perhaps go with an iron 
off the tee instead of driver; maybe lay up 
short of the water hazard you normally 
try to carry. Or if your strategy has been 
conservative all along, be more aggres-
sive. Cut the dogleg, go for the par-5 
green in two, whatever gives you a fresh 
perspective on the hole. And, finally, try 
not to care what anyone thinks of your 
approach. Focus only on what you can 
control—your attention and effort. That's 
what Jack would do.  

 

About Our Members 
(THIS REPORT RAN 12/03/2020) 
 

Happy Birthday to these members: 
Jolly Erickson - 12/22 
Thomas Hempstead - 01/04 
Betty Hendrix - 12/09 
Patricia Hruska - 12/03 
Margaret Jordan - 01/09 
J Michelle Liveris - 12/24 
Raymond Lundgren - 12/28 
Earl Quam - 12/18 
Be Schilling - 12/19 
Sook Shin - 01/09 
Joy Sibal - 12/17 
Susan Thomee - 12/03 
 
These members are up for renewal: 
(date shown is last day of membership) 
Angie Garvin - 12/31/2020 
Ira Schugar - 12/31/2020 
 
Welcome newest members: 
William Embree - Joined 11/24/2020 
Tom Zaleski - Joined 10/09/2020 
 
These members recently renewed: 
Patricia Allan 
Patty Booze 
Patricia Koubek 
Paul Mago 
David Myers 
Robert Van Poppel 
 
These members did not renew their 
dues: 
(date shown is date membership expired) 
Dorothy DeMasi - 10/31/2020 
Jamie Fisher - 11/30/2020 
John Hilbrecht - 10/31/2020 
Nancy Jones - 10/31/2020 
Ann Sacco - 10/31/2020 
Lois Smart - 11/30/2020  
 
To renew your dues today, go to  
SinglesGolf.com/renew If you wish to  
renew over the phone, call 980-833-6450, 
M-F, 9-2 Eastern Time. 
 
Our chapter currently has 72 members. 
 

  



Standard Package Includes (Standard Package is for attendees who wish 
to have a roommate.  Room-by-Myself packages also available.  See below.) 
• 2 rounds of golf at Disney’s Palm and Lake Buena Vista courses  
• 3 nights lodging at The Ritz-Carlton Grande Lakes 
• 3 $15.00 breakfast vouchers to use towards breakfast each morning 
• Sunday Reception & Arrival Dinner + two (2) add’l. dinners (Mon/Tues) 
Add’l. Nights: Jan. 1 & 2—Not Available unless you book with hotel directly 
         Jan. 6,7,8—$290 or $145 if shared (includes tax/fees) 

Add’l. Golf: Day-of-Arrival golf Jan. 3 @ Disney Magnolia (11:24 tee times) $89 
Day-of-Departure golf Jan. 6 @ The Ritz-Carlton course (9am tee times) $169 
All prices quoted herein include taxes & gratuities. Carts & range balls included. 
* REUNION EVENT! Former members, married or not, may attend and bring 
their spouse @ a 3% upcharge. Others join at www.SinglesGolf.com/Join 
See full details at the event website: SinglesGolf.com/NewYears 

GOLF: Shotgun start 12:30 on Disney’s Palm Course on Jan. 4 followed by 
dinner at Shades of Green on property. On Jan. 5, we play Disney’s Lake 
Buena Vista with an 8:30am shotgun start. Scoring: USGA “Play Own Ball” 
format; 2 best net balls of foursome. $25 ASGA prize certificates awarded to 
winners. Range balls included each day. (Opt. rounds, see “Add’l. Golf” at left.)   
PAYMENT: Payment due when you register.  There is a 25% cancellation 
fee on or prior to 12/03/20. Absolutely NO refunds after 12/03/20. To see our 
cancellation policy, go to the link at SinglesGolf.com/events (also see other 
terms and conditions). An e-mail confirmation will be sent to you upon receipt 
of payment. If you do not receive confirmation within 10 days of registering, 
you must call us at 980-833-6450, M-F, 9am-2pm, eastern time. 
 
See info below regarding travel protection deadline. 

NAME SHOWN BELOW IS HOW NAMETAG WILL APPEAR.  ONE FORM PER PERSON, PLEASE PRINT.   

 

NAME ___________________________________________________   (   ) MALE     (   ) FEMALE         CHAPTER NAME _____________________________ 
 

ADDRESS__________________________________________CITY____________________STATE____ZIP_________ Handicap/Avg.Score ______ 
 

CELL ______________________ E-MAIL _____________________________ Emerg. Contact (name/phone) ________________________________  

 

CHECK APPROPRIATE PACKAGE:  (there is a 3% upcharge on all amounts if using a credit card) 
(     )  $889.00 — STANDARD PACKAGE  (you have your roommate. NOTE: ASGA no longer assigns roommates due to Covid.) 
(     )  $1,289.00 — ROOM-BY-MYSELF PACKAGE (incl. everything in St’d. Pkg. except you’ll room by yourself) 
(     )  $89.00 — OPT. DAY-OF-ARRIVAL GOLF @ Disney’s Magnolia Course — 11:30am tee times 
(     )  $169.00 — OPT. DAY-OF-DEPARTURE GOLF @ The Ritz-Carlton Course — 9am tee times 
 
 

My roommate will be ____________________________________________ (We’ll assign a same-gendered roommate if you prefer.  Please do not list 
yourself as someone else’s roommate without their permission.  IMPORTANT:  If you choose a roommate, we can’t hold your room until both parties 
have paid.)  I am requesting a room with (   ) One King Bed  (   ) Two Double Beds   Note:  Room preferences and hotel are first come, first served.  
Only the hotel controls the availability of room types.  We register you regardless of availability.   
 

During (   ) One   (   ) All   golf round(s), please pair me ____________________________________________________ (limit 3-person request).    
 

 By submitting this form, YOU ARE DECLINING travel protection unless box is checked at right:   (   ) I will apply for travel protection 
         Travel protection (trip insurance) must be purchased within five (5) days of registering. See link at bottom of SinglesGolf.com for rates. 
 

I AM REMITTING:     (   )  I am paying by credit card (3% upcharge)                (   )  I am paying by check.**                          

     $__________ for the package indicated above 

  + $ _________  for ___ add’l. nights (Jan. 6,7,8 rate is $290 per day (incl. tax & fees) Indicate extra dates here: ________________________________ 

  + $ _________ for Opt. Day-of-Arrival golf on Sunday, Jan. 3 at Disney’s Magnolia Course — 11:24-12:27 tee times — $89 

  + $ _________ for Opt. Day-of-Departure golf on Wednesday, Jan. 6 at The Ritz-Carlton Course — 9am tee times — $169 

  + $ _________ for mulligans (put $10 in this space if you want 3 mulligans for each of your 2 days of competition golf.  Mullies not avail. on opt. rounds.) 

  + $ _________ for FOUR 50/50 Raffle Tickets (put $20 in this space). Two drawings for 50% of pot each.  Raffle tickets are NOT sold at event. 

  = $ _________ TOTAL AMOUNT  (Check no. _________ MAKE CHECK**  PAYABLE TO “ASGA, INC.” and mail to address in checkered box above. 

* NOTE:  Former ASGA members/spouses may attend by paying an additional 3% to the TOTAL AMOUNT shown. Call 980-833-6450 to register. 

** There is a 4% svc. chg. for any check returned unpaid by the bank.    Cancellation policy applies.  See link at www.SinglesGolf.com/events for complete details of policy and events.         © 2020 ASGA, Inc. 

CREDIT CARD AUTHORIZATION:  All major cards accepted.  I hereby authorize ASGA to charge / debit my account for the “TOTAL AMOUNT” indicated above 

on this form.  I understand there is a 3% processing fee if a credit card is used.  YOUR SIGNATURE IS REQUIRED. 
 

Acc’t. No:  _______________________________________________ Exp. ________ Signature__________________________________________ 

QUESTIONS?   E-MAIL Event Host TOM ALSOP at Tom@SinglesGolf.com or Call 980-833-6450 

MAIL THIS FORM WITH CHECK TO: 

ASGA, 1122 Industrial Dr. 
#107, Matthews, NC 28105 



From the USGA — 

COVID-19 Rules and Handicapping FAQs 
The guidance below supplements a memo released by the USGA as to how the Rules of Golf and Rules of Handicapping 
apply in response to questions received from golf course owners, administrators, tournament organizers and golfers. As 
was noted in that memo, it is not the intended purpose of the below guidance to either encourage or discourage anyone 
from playing the game, but rather, in our governance role, to help golf course operators, committees and golfers better un-
derstand how the Rules of Golf and Rules of Handicapping apply to the various questions we have received.  

The questions received fit into four main topics. In each of the four topics below, the guidance provided serves both to di-
rectly answer the questions asked as well as cover additional considerations that might also serve useful.  

FLAGSTICK 

May a course remove all flagsticks to minimize the possibility of exposing players to coronavirus?  

May a committee introduce a code of conduct that does not allow players to remove (or even touch) the flagstick?  

• The flagstick serves an important purpose in the game of golf – that is as an indicator to a player as to where the hole is 
located on the putting green or a target for shots.  

• If a Committee decides to set-up a golf course without flagsticks, consideration should be given as to how best to sup-
port such a decision by providing players the location of each hole on the green. Whether this is general guidance (such as 
in the right front portion) or through a detailed hole-location sheet. 

• As another means of minimizing exposure to players, a Committee might decide to introduce a code of conduct that 
prohibits players from touching or removing the flagstick. As is authorized under Rule 1.2b, such a code could also include 
penalties (such as one penalty stroke or the general penalty) if a player is in breach of its standards.  

• Before a Committee decides to introduce such a restriction, it is recommended that consideration be given to the fact 
that removing the flagstick is an instinctual, even automated, act for many players. Drafting such a code of conduct to re-
strict only deliberate acts to affect the outcome of the hole would be reflective of that reality and would mean that a playe r 
who instinctually removes the flagstick would not get a penalty in doing so.  

• If a Committee takes any of the above actions, it is at the discretion of the Committee whether scores would be ac-
ceptable for handicap purposes. 
 

BUNKERS AND BUNKER RAKES 

We have removed all bunker rakes from our course to help stop the spread of coronavirus. What options do we 
have for players who end up in unraked areas? 

• By removing rakes from the course, the Committee has various options as to how best to address the likely possibility 
of a player’s ball coming to rest in an unmaintained area of sand and should consider which is the best approach under your 
unique circumstances. 

• If you have limited play and most players at your course use a golf cart, the best approach might be to ask that each 
player takes a rake with them. 

• If it is decided that no additional Rules will be put into effect to deal with these areas, it would be advisable to strongly  
encourage that players try their best to smooth the disturbed area with a foot or a club.  

• Additional options could include changing the status of bunkers to be part of the general area. This would give players 
additional options under multiple relief rules (Rules 16 and 19) and would remove the restrictions normally in effect under 
Rule 12. 

• Ground under repair could be used in two different manners. The first being to declare all bunkers to be ground under 
repair and treat them as part of the general area. This would allow players the option to take free relief outside the bunker  
under Rule 16.1. The second is to treat disturbed areas only as ground under repair. This would still allow a player free re-
lief from such areas, but would require such relief to be taken elsewhere within the bunker.  

• As a last resort, we have fielded questions as to whether a Committee may add a preferred lies local rule that would 
allow a player to place the ball elsewhere in a bunker without penalty (such as within one club length of where the ball came  
to rest). While that may seem like a good option in that it requires players to play from the bunker, there will be times whe n 
no effective relief would be available to a player, such as when a bunker is frequently played from and large areas are un-
raked. It would be recommended that the other options, such as those listed above are considered first, noting that using 



the ground under repair options above ensure a player will get full relief and when dropping from knee height, balls very 
rarely plug. 

• If a Committee takes any of the above actions, it is at the discretion of the Committee whether scores would be accepta-
ble for handicap purposes. 
 

SCORECARDS AND SCORING 

We are holding a competition, but want to limit how scorecards are exchanged both between players and after the 
round to the Committee. Do you have any recommendations? 

• The Rules already allow numerous options to address these concerns noting that certifying a score does not require a 
physical signature, nor does it require a physical scorecard.  

• If a Committee wishes to run a competition using a form of electronic scoring, this could come in many forms, such as 
asking that each marker send an email to the Committee and the player he or she is marking for, including the player’s hole -
by-hole scores. The player can then reply to verify the accuracy of the card.  

• When electronic methods are used, such as the email example above or similar methods that involve text messaging, 
the Committee should decide when a scorecard would be considered to have been returned. For example, this could be 
when the player responds certifying that the scores are correct or some other action that the Committee might consider more 
appropriate. 

• A Committee might also wish to employ the above method but also combine these with a physical scorecard by having 
the marker take a picture of the completed scorecard and either email or text it to the Committee using the same process 
described above. 

• If physical scorecards are the preferred method, a Committee may wish to have the player and marker not exchange 
cards but rather verbally communicate the hole-by-hole scores to the Committee verbally in the scoring area. Additionally, 
verbal confirmation could be a substitute for the physical signature. As with the electronic scoring methods described above,  
the Committee should be diligent to clearly define when a scorecard has been returned, such as when a player leaves the 
golf shop if that is where the process takes place. 

• If a Committee takes any of the above actions, it is at the discretion of the Committee whether scores would be accepta-
ble for handicap purposes. 
 

MODIFICATIONS TO THE HOLE; NOT REQUIRING THAT PLAYERS HOLE OUT  

A number of questions have been received that relate to modifying the hole so that players no longer need to reach into the 
hole to remove a ball to minimize the possibility of exposing golfers to coronavirus.  

These have included some courses setting holes so that the hole liner remains an inch or two above the surface of the green 
while others have placed various objects into the hole or around the flagstick (such as foam pool noodles or plastic piping) 
so that a ball is unable to fall to the bottom. 

While in all of these instances, the ball is not holed per the Rules of Golf (Rule 3.3c), a round played under these conditio ns 
will result in an acceptable score for handicap purposes using the most likely score guidelines (see  Rule 3.3 of the Rules of 
Handicapping).   

While the most likely score procedure is intended to support certain formats of play where the player is not required to hole  
out (such as in match play when the player’s next stroke is conceded or in fourball stroke play when a partner picks up), it is 
also temporarily in effect where the above described safety measures are being used.  

When using most likely score, the player should consider the number of strokes most likely required to complete the hole, 
and determine whether the ball would have been holed or not.   Most likely score is at the player's best judgment and should 
not be used to gain an unfair advantage.    

This measure is temporary and in effect within the United States until advised otherwise by the USGA.  

The above guidance will continue to be updated. If you have any questions or concerns, you can contact the Rules of Golf 
and Rules of Handicapping departments by going to www.USGA.org.  

 

https://www.usga.org/handicapping/roh/2020-rules-of-handicapping.html
https://www.usga.org/handicapping/roh/2020-rules-of-handicapping.html


 

 
Note: Meeting locations may vary. Upon joining, you will receive a monthly newsletter telling you about monthly 
meetings, outings, etc. If you have any questions, contact your local chapter leader or call 1-888-GOLFMATE 
or 980-833-6450. Please complete information box at right. 

 

PRINT CLEARLY - THE INFO BELOW SHOWS HOW IT WILL APPEAR ON YOUR CHAPTER’S ROSTER. (*SEE OPT-OUT CLAUSE BELOW)     

 
HOW DID YOU HEAR ABOUT US? __________________ CHAPTER YOU ARE JOINING OR RENEWING IN: _________________ 

 
NAME __________________________________________________ E-MAIL ADDR: _______________________________________ 
           
ADDRESS __________________________________________  CITY_______________________________ ST ______ ZIP _______ 
 
HOME (______)_____________________ WORK/CELL (______)____________________   EMPL. BY ________________________ 
 
POSITION_________________________  (  ) AVAILABLE FOR WEEKDAY GOLF  (  ) WILLING TO VOLUNTEER FOR CHAPTER 

 
 
 
 

MONTH & DAY BORN _______________ 
 
YOUR USGA HANDICAP® ____________ or 
 
AVERAGE GOLF SCORE ____________ 

Dues are $89.00 for12 months) OR $178.00 for 24 months (includes free ASGA logo’d shirt when joining for two years!). Best rate per year 
is $267 with our “buy 3 years, get 4th free + shirt” plan. Credit card users: JOIN BY PHONE: 1-980-833-6450 or FAX COMPLETED FORM to 
1-980-225-0231. Your membership kit will be mailed upon receipt of payment. Free shipping if ASGA shirt is ordered with application.  

 Call Us at 1-980-833-6450 

 Fax This Form to Us 

 Email/Mail This Form To Us 

 Online (SinglesGolf.com/join) 

** There is a $25 charge for any check returned from your bank.               SinglesGolf ®  is a registered trademark of ASGA, Inc.       Rev. 03/01/19     © 2019 ASGA, Inc. 

LEGAL STUFF :  Read this section in a larger font at SinglesGolf.com/Legal-Stuff 
 
RELEASE FROM LIABILITY AND EXPRESS ASSUMPTION OF RISK: I, the undersigned Applicant (hereinafter referred to as 
“Releasor”), in consideration of being permitted to participate in golf activities organized or sponsored by ASGA, Inc., d/b/a 
American Singles Golf Association, a Delaware Corporation, or its affiliate chapters in the United States and Canada, (the 
“Releasees”) and other good and valuable consideration, the receipt and sufficiency is hereby acknowledged, hereby on behalf 
of myself and my heirs, distributees, guardians, and legal representatives agree to fully indemnify, defend, hold harmless, and 
not to sue Releasees and/or Releasee’s directors, officers, employees, agents, and affiliates from and on account of any and all 
past, present, and future claims, debts, causes of action, damages, personal injuries, wrongful deaths, property loss, and 
property damage (including attorney’s fees and costs relative thereto), whether due or not, direct or contingent, liquidated or 
unliquidated, latent or patent, known or unknown, which in any way concern or relate to any act or omission of Releasees. 
Except in the event of any gross and willful negligence, I shall bring no claims, demands, actions and causes of action, and/or 
litigation, against Releasees for any economic and non-economic losses due to bodily injury, death, property damage, sustained 
by me in relation to the premises and operations of the golf course, including riding on golf carts or playing the game of golf. I 
am aware that participation in and/or observance of the golf activities and/or other activities sponsored by Releasees is or may 
be an inherently dangerous activity and may have health-related risks, and agree that I am voluntarily participating in and/or 
observing such activities with full knowledge of all dangers and risks involved. In addition, I hereby expressly assume all risks of 
injury, death, property loss, property damage, and other loss and damage which may occur relative to my participation in and/or 
observance of such activities. I understand and agree that this Release includes any and all claims based on the past, present 
and future ordinary negligence, action, and/or inaction of Releasees and/or Releasee’s directors, officers, employees, agents, 
and affiliates. I acknowledge that I have read this Release, have been fully and completely advised of the potential dangers 
incidental and inherent to the participation in and/or observance of the activities organized and/or sponsored by Releasees, and 
am fully aware of the legal consequences of signing the Application Form acknowledging this Release. I agree that this Re-
lease, waiver and indemnity agreement is intended to be as broad and inclusive as permitted by the laws of the State of my 
residency, and that if any portion of this Release is held invalid, it is agreed that the balance shall, notwithstanding continue in 
full force and effect.  
 
TERMS AND CONDITIONS: Membership in the American Singles Golf Association (ASGA) becomes effective upon receipt of 
dues and is valid for the period of time requested as indicated on the application form, subject to these Terms and Conditions. I 
am 21 years or older, single (i.e. never married OR divorced OR legally separated OR widowed), and have read and accepted, 
as a condition of joining, the Release from Liability and Express Assumption of Risk shown above.  
 
I understand that dues are non-refundable and are subject to change. I agree that all rosters, membership lists, e-mail 
addresses, or any other information provided to him/her as a result of their membership in ASGA are the property of ASGA and 
shall not be used for any purpose other than ASGA. I understand that the information provided on the Application for Member-
ship may be reproduced on the chapter’s roster and distributed to other ASGA members and published on 
www.SinglesGolf.com, otherwise, I will note at the bottom of this form if I wish certain information not to be published.  
 
* OPT-OUT CLAUSE: I understand that I may, at any time, request any information on me not to be reprinted, reproduced or 
distributed, such as home phone, address, etc. in or on any newsletter, roster, website, etc. Such request to be noted below in 
“Notes by Applicant” section or emailed to info@SinglesGolf.com. ASGA may not be held liable for inadvertent publishing of opt-
out information. 
 
PRIVACY: See our privacy policy at www.SinglesGolf.com/privacy 
 
DISPUTES: In the event of any dispute of any matter or concerning the terms and/or conditions of membership, those matters 
and/or the interpretation of the terms and conditions shall be governed by the laws of the State of North Carolina and the parties 
agree to submit disputes arising out of or in connection with this Agreement to courts of Mecklenburg County, North Carolina. 
 
AGREEMENT TO POLICIES OF THE NATIONAL ORGANIZATION (ASGA) AND LOCAL CHAPTER: By submitting this form 
and payment, I agree to abide by the “ASGA Policies” as outlined in the Policy section of www.SinglesGolf.com/policy as well as 
ASGA bylaws (www.SinglesGolf.com/bylaws) and my local chapter’s bylaws and policies as currently in effect. 
 

See above Legal Stuff in larger font online at www.SinglesGolf.com/Legal-Stuff 
 
NOTES BY APPLICANT: ________________________________________________________________________________ 

DUES - 24 Months - $178 (includes free ASGA logo’d shirt - Most Popular!) 

 

DUES (Join for 3 years, 4th year free - $267 (incl. free shirt - best value) 

 

DUES - 12 Months + ASGA logo’d golf shirt - $119 (includes shipping) 

 

DUES - 12 Months - $89 

 

If a shirt is included, indicate (   ) Male  (   ) Female  Size: _______ 
  
 
 

 

 

Check Paid To “ASGA, Inc.” Enclosed**         TOTAL              $________ 
 

 
Please charge my major credit/debit card indicated below: 
 

 

No. ______________________________________ Exp. ______ 
 
 

 

SIGNATURE REQUIRED!  By signing below, I agree to the Terms, 
Condition and Release (“Legal Stuff”) as set forth at left and, if appropri-
ate, authorize payment by my credit/debit card shown above. 

 

 

Signature ___________________________ Date ____________ 
 

Credit Card Users Can Join By Calling 1-980-833-6450, 9-2 Eastern Time, M-F 
Join By Fax: 1-980-225-0231 or Scan & Email to Info@SinglesGolf.com 

 
 

REFERRED BY: _________________________________________________________ 

Mail: ASGA, 1122 Industrial Dr. #107, Matthews, NC 28105 

NOTE: ASGA DOES NOT CONDUCT BACKGROUND CHECKS ON APPLICANTS FOR MEMBERSHIP OR MEMBERS OF THE ASSOCIATION.  Golf can be a dangerous sport. Accidents can 
occur by you or another party striking a golf ball, by a golf cart turning over, or simply falling down steps. PLEASE TAKE ADEQUATE PRECAUTION when playing in ASGA events. 
Chapters and individuals running golf tournaments are not professionals but are volunteers, and therefore, you must assume additional responsibility for your own safety. 
Please abide by the safety rules posted inside your golf cart, at the golf course, as well as the official website of the United States Golf Association (www.USGA.org). If you 
have a safety concern, you must immediately bring it to the attention of the person(s) running an event, your chapter president or golf course management personnel. 

TM 

 (



 

The Pinehurst Chapter of the 
American Singles Golf Association 

WANTS YOU!   
We’re 3,000 members in 75 cities and we’re ALL ABOUT HAVING FUN!  So if you’re 
single (i.e. divorced, widowed, legally separated or never married) and enjoy 
meeting others through the game of golf, you’re invited to inquire about 
membership by calling the American Singles Golf Association directly at       
1-888-465-3628 (1-TRIPLE-EIGHT-GOLFMATE) or visit our website at SinglesGolf.com   


