
Washington DC Chapter - American Singles Golf Association — October 2020 

CELEBRATING 29 YEARS OF SINGLES GOLF  ® IN AMERICA  

Upcoming Multi-Chapter Events (see SinglesGolf.com/events) 

ASGA National is slowly working towards a multi-chapter event for 
this year, however, contracts have not been signed but we are 
“penciled-in” with anticipation of signing soon. Details out soon*: 
 

• Reunion in Pinehurst— Arrive Sunday, Nov. 8, depart  
Wednesday, Nov. 11. Package includes 3 nights’ stay, 2 rounds of 
golf, 3 breakfasts, welcome reception and 3 dinners.  See  
SinglesGolf.com/Pinehurst for full details.  EVENT IS SOLD OUT 

• Bringing in the New Year 2021—Arriving in Florida on Sunday, 
January 3, departing January 6. Looking at locations now. We 
believe we’ll get some great rates as traditionally the crowds return 
home after the New Year’s vacationers return home. Stay tuned. 

 

* All events subject to change once contracts have been signed. 

Regular Meeting Date 
Variable (see singlesgolfdc.com) 

 

Next Meeting Date & Location 
TBD 

 

Our Chapter Website:  www.singlesgolfdc.com 
 

Our Chapter Hotline:  1-888-465-3628 
(See next page for list of officers and board members.) 

 

National Office 
 

Office Hours:  9:00am to 2:00pm, M-F (Eastern) 
National Office:  980-833-6450 or 1-888-GOLFMATE 

 

Go to www.SinglesGolf.com/MyAccount to make changes to your 
address, phone, etc.   To join or renew your dues, go to 
www.SinglesGolf.com/join   

 

 
 

 
 

 

Singles Golf ® is a registered trademark of ASGA, Inc. 

Year End Golf Event 
Where: Raspberry Falls Golf Course 
(Leesburg Va) 
When: Saturday, November 7th 
Format: 11:30am modified shotgun with a 
maximum of 48 golfers, play your own ball 
(no contests - just fun golf) (be ready to 
depart to your hole by 11:15am) 
Costs: $65 for members and $90 for non-
member 
Costs includes: 
1. 18 holes of golf 
2. cart 
3. range balls 
4. BBQ buffet dinner (there will be a veg-
gie option for those who request it) - to 
begin at 4:30pm 
  
BBQ menu:   (when you email me, let me 
know if you need vegetarian, pescatari-
an, or other special need) 
PULLED PORK BARBECUE, 
GRILLED CHICKEN BREAST, 
CAROLINA BBQ SAUCE, 
BARBECUED BAKED BEANS, 
MUSTARD SLAW, 
REDSKIN POTATO SALAD, 

HOMEMADE PASTA SALAD, 
SWEET SOUTHERN CORNBREAD, 
FOUNTAIN SODAS, 
FRESHLY BREWED ICE TEA, 
FRESHLY BAKED GOURMET COOKIE 
DISPLAY 
  
To guarantee a spot, send me an 
email and your check or zelle before Oct 
14th. 
Dan Morris 
22129 Chelsy Paige Sq 
Ashburn Va 20148 
dmorris972@aol.com 
703.909.1916 for zelle 
  
This event will sell out. Below is what we 
plan to do at this event. 
* hit range balls 

* play golf - shotgun start beginning at 
11:30am 
* eat a great buffet (bar is available to buy 
drinks) - buffet to start exactly at 4:30pm 
(so play ready golf so you can finish in 
time) 
* introduction - 2020 board members, 
2021 new board members, (approval 
of 2021 board from participants - show of 
hands) 
* special thank you for EC's  
* door prizes (not sure if we will have 
these this year - however there will be at 
least one prize drawing for a foursome of 
golf at Raspberry Falls) 
* open floor (anyone can speak for 2-3 
minutes) 
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2020 GOLF SCHEDULE 
Date      Course                      Event Coordinator 
 

OCTOBER 
16-18            Ocean City                        Sheila DeTurk 
24                  Prince William **               Charlie Walters  **UPDATED INFO 
31                 Whiskey Creek   Mary Doherty 
 
NOVEMBER 
7  Raspberry Falls Year-End Event    Dan Morris 
21-28            Myrtle Beach Turkey Shoot             Sharon Geyer 
 
          

********************************************************************** 
UPCOMING EVENTS 

    "The Great ASGA-DC Myrtle Beach Turkey Shoot of 2020" 

Saturday, November 21 through Saturday, November 28 
(With stay & play options through Monday, November 30) 

Amazing golf and outrageous singles FUN - Myrtle Beach Extravaganza! 
Please note I need your commitment by October 12th  and payment by COB Nov 1st … 

  
GOLF * FUN * 19TH HOLE * GOLF * FRIENDS * GOLF * DANCING * FUN 

The ticket window to singles fun is officially open for ASGA-DC's 2020 Great American Turkey 
Shoot in Myrtle Beach, SC!  It has been a strange year, but it's time to get out and play safely. 
You are invited to spend a glorious week golfing the very best and most challenging courses 
in Myrtle Beach!  You will share an elegant Thanksgiving dinner with your singles friends by 
the fire.  You will enjoy all of the amenities of The Grand Shore's updated, large seaside con-
dos with ocean or side-ocean views, rooftop pool, exercise facility, indoor & outdoor pools, 
internet connection and hot tubs.  You will take advantage of the nearby entertainment, excel-
lent restaurants, discount golf supplies and equipment, etc.  You will pay an exceptionally 
great price for everything!  Married ASGA-DC alumni are welcome to join at guest rates. 
 
THE DAILY SCHEDULE: 

• Saturday settle-in your condo, meet and greet in Sharon’s partyroom then party-on into the night 
at local establishments! 

• Sunday 9:20 AM we play one of our favs the River Club. See https://playriverclub.com for details. 
After golf we’ll head a highly rated local restaurant for food and drink. 

• Monday 9:30 AM we play Jack Nicklaus designed Pawley’s Plantation Golf and Country 
Club (https://www.pawleysplantation.com). Then we’ll head to Murrells Inlet for libations. 

• Tuesday 9:10 AM we golf at the immaculately maintained Kings North course at Myrtle Beach 
National designed by Arnold Palmer.  Always a pleasure and a challenge. Visit http://
www.myrtlebeachnational.com/courses/kings-north/ for info and pics. Then we’ll head to the inter-
coastal waterway for refreshment.  

• Wednesday 9:56 AM we get some Southern Charm and tackle Dan Maples’ Heritage Golf down 
South in Pawleys Island. See  https://www.legendsgolf.com/heritage for details. Our round in-
cludes a free hot breakfast, lunch off the menu and soda/tea or 2 draft beers. 

• Thursday 10:00AM we head to Pete and P.B. Dye’s Prestwick Country Club (https://
prestwickcountryclub.com/ ) for some thoughtful challenges. After our round, we’ll head to the Pier 
for a light lunch, but won’t eat too much because we’ll later be sharing... 

Thanksgiving dinner by the fire at Sam Sneads Oak Grill and Tavern on Rt 501. They’ll 
serve all the traditional holiday fare, wine and their very delicious martinis! Amazing des-
serts, nightcaps and final, finals follow…  

• Friday 10:00 AM we golf at Ray Floyd’s 27-hole Arrowhead Country Club. Visit https://
www.arrowheadcc.com/ for info and pics. Depending on our immediate famishment, we have fab-
ulous food and drink options to choose from. 

• Saturday 9:12 AM we’ll head north to one of our favorite courses, the spectacular Tidewater Golf 
Club along the inter-coastal waterway. Visit http://tidewatergolf.com for more information and pho-
tos. After our round, we’ll meet in the clubhouse for food and sad partings, since some folks will be 
heading home…and some of us will head to Locals for some serious libations... 
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EXTENDED STAY AND PLAY OPTIONS! 

• Sunday 9:30 AM golf at the Legend’s Moorland is a return to one of P.B. Dye’s masterpieces molded in the image of the British Isles links with das-
tardly twists. Our round includes a free hot breakfast, lunch off the menu and soda/tea or 2 draft beers – Yeah!!!!!!!!. See  https://legendsgolf.com/
moorland for more details.    

• Monday Nov 28 Optional Bonus round for those left standing will be scheduled, but it’s likely to be the very challenging Scottish inspired Glen Dor-
noch Waterway Golf Links designed by Donald Ross.  See https://glendornoch.com for details.  9ish t-time and paid for individually at the course.   

 
Then we take a stress-free weekday drive the rest of the way home on Monday! 
 
Note: If the weather cooperates, Optional night golf at Tupelo Bay's par-3 GC is always available for fun and games. 
 
COST: 

• The 7-day basic package is $883 per person (dbl occ in one double bdrm in a 3 bdrm condo). [Non-members/guests $893 pp] 

• Member package price with a guaranteed single bdrm in a 3 bdrm condo is $1058. [Non-members/guests $1068]! 

• Optional Saturday and Sunday night lodging: Double $40/nt, Single $65/nt. 

• Optional Sunday Bonus round at Legends Moorland $68. 

• Optional Monday Bonus round:  Near North Myrtle Beach TBD and less than $70 – paid individually at the course. 
 

******************* How To Reserve ************************ 
Send Sharon Geyer an email (sjgeyermd@yahoo.com)  with the following information: 

• Full name 

• Member number (found in the landscape format of the member list at My Account on singlesgolf.com) 

• Handicap or ave score for 18 (used for pairing purposes only). 

• Preference for basic package or extended package. 

• Preference for a single or double accommodation.  I will try to match players of the same sex – if none are available, the single rate will apply. 

• Interest in carpooling as a driver or rider.  I will try to connect you to others interested in driving or carpooling. 
 
Send a check made out to Sharon Geyer to 10219 Oldfield Drive, Kensington, MD 20895 (your check will not be cashed until immediately before the 
event), OR request a link to pay by credit card (there is a convenience fee with this payment option).  Note ASGA-DC’s cancellation policy posted 
at www.singlesgolfdc.com applies to this trip.  

 
I NEED YOUR STAY AND PLAY COMMITMENT BY OCTOBER 12TH AND YOUR FULL PAYMENT BY COB 
NOVEMBER 1ST (checks will not be cashed until immediately before the trip). 
 
 
Invite friends and come out to play… 

The Great ASGA-DC Myrtle Beach Turkey Shoot of 2020 is ON!!!!! 
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Prince William 
October 24th 
   We are replacing Falls Road on the 
schedule with Prince William in Nokesville, 
Va. 
   I have 24 spots starting at 11:30. The 
cost is $51 for members, $61 for guests 
which includes cart, green fee, and range 
balls. If you would like to play reply to this 
email. Please do not hit replay all as this 
sends your reply to everyone on yahoo. 
After golf we will try to eat at Blue Ridge 
Seafood on route 29 in Gainesville. They 
have outdoor seating but do not take res-
ervations. 
Send your check for $51 to: 
Charles Walters 
4331 Still Meadow Rd. 
Fairfax, VA 22032 
charleswalters1966@gmail.com 
 
   The Prince William outing is full.  I will 
start a wait list for those who would like to 
play. 
   If you have not sent your check please 
send it ASAP.  Your check guarantees 
your spot. 

__._,_.___ 
10 Short Game Tricks to  
Instantly Lower Your Score  
KELLIE STENZEL, TOP 100 TEACHER 
SEPTEMBER 27, 2020, GOLF.COM 
 

   One of the most efficient ways to lower 
your golf scores is to improve your short 
game. A combination of good technique, 
proper shot selection, structured practice 
can add up quickly. 
   Sometimes, however, life gets in the 
way, and it’s hard to find the time to take a 
lesson or practice a much as you might 
like. Here are some shortcuts and ways to 
improve your technique right away. 
 

1. Putting turn toes in 
   Keeping your lower body still when you 
putt will make it much more likely to roll 
your golf ball on the line you are aimed 
and also be more consistent controlling 
distance. 
   You can improve your chances of stay-
ing still by turning your toes in much like 
Arnold Palmer used to do. This will force 
you to keep your lower body still as it limits 
your ability to move and turn. You can use 
this for a drill, but many times, drills can 
work just as well when used over the span 
of your round. 

The Whisky Creek event on Oct.31st is 
sold out!!.  I will start a wait list for 
those who are interested. 
 
Whiskey Creek 
Saturday, October 31 
We’re back!  Whiskey Creek Fall Event!   
So pencil in Saturday, October 31, 2020 
and come play one of the top 25 courses 
in the Mid-Atlantic area.  Ernie Els de-
signed this course with you in mind.  Hills, 
hills and more hills.  This is the best time 
of year to play this course. Each year AS-
GA members have a great time at this 
event.  Not only will there be fabulous golf, 
and door prizes.  You will be spending the 
day with terrific people.  So don't delay and 
send me your check today.  We will stay at 
the course and enjoy a delicious dinner 
from their bar menu.  In addition, It’s Hal-
loween!!. A prize will be given for the 
best costume. So come creative!!! 
Send me an email and the check. 
 
$79.00 –Members  $89 Guests 
# Spots - 28 
First tee time – 1:03 PM 
Format - Best two net scores  per hole for 
the team. Must have hcp or average score 
for 18 holes. 
Free range balls. 
Prizes for 1st and 2nd place teams 
Competitive prizes - Closest to the pin on 
all par three’s 

Deadline – Monday, October 26, 2020 
 
PLEASE MAKE YOUR CHECK PAYA-
BLE AND SEND WITH HCP  OR AVER-
AGE SCORE FOR 18 HOLES 
 
MARY DOHERTY 
10201 GROSVENOR PLACE 
# 913 
NORTH BETHESDA, MD  20852 
301-493-5454 
dohertym@grosvenorpark..net 
 
ONLY YOUR CHECK GUARANTEES 
YOUR SPOT! 
 
SEE YOU AT WHISKEY CREEK! 
 
Whiskey Creek Golf Club 
4804 Whiskey Court 
Ijamsville, MD 21754 
1-888-883-1174 / 301-694-2900 
e-mail: info@w... 
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2. Pace your putts – one inch per step 
   For those golfers who have played for a 
long time, controlling distance with putting 
is something they do thanks to years of 
trial and error. 
But for newer golfers or those who strug-
gle around the green, having a system to 
control distance can be a welcome skill. 
And while it may be a bit oversimplified, 
you can improve your distance control by 
using a simple system of adding one inch 
to your backstroke for every foot of putt 
distance. It’s not perfect, but it’s a Bryson-
approved way of helping gauge your dis-
tances. 

3. Stroke then look 
   A good habit when putting is to complete 
your stroke, hold the finish and THEN turn 
your eyes to see the ball rolling. 
   This goes back to being still over your 
putting stroke to eliminate unnecessary 
and unwanted movement that can make it 
difficult to control distance and direction. 
   Make sure you complete your stroke, 
hold your finish and once the ball is well 
away from you, then turn to see it either go 
in, or roll close to the pin on a longer putt. 
 
4. Lean forward when putting 
   You’ve heard the cliche that golf is a 
game of inches. One of the more frustrat-
ing examples of that is when your ball rolls 
just past the pin, off the edge of the green 
and settles into really deep rough. While it 
can be very tricky to hit a soft chip or pitch 
if you are just a couple of feet into the 
rough, you can putt instead. 
   To do this, make one very important 
setup change: place a ton of weight on 
your forward foot and drop your forward 
shoulder to match. 
   This extreme shoulder tilt toward the 
target will change the angle that the putter 
head approaches the ball. Rather than a 
shallow, sweeping stroke, this stance will 
help the putter glance down the back of 
the ball, which makes it much easier to 
have direct contact between the ball and 

the putter face. 
   This extreme contact angle will cause 
the ball to “jump” a bit, which typically 
clears the longer grass and then when 
the ball lands onto the green it will start 
to roll normally. 
   Once you get the feel of this it is a 
great way to shave strokes and also limit 
risk. 
 
5. Choke down on short shots 
   Those really short chips and pitches 
can often be a big challenge when it 
comes to getting your distance control 
right. Here is a wonderful opportunity to 
use physics: shorten the lever, and less 
power will be delivered. The lower you 
hold on the club the shorter your golf ball 
will travel. It’s as simple as that! 
   Don’t hesitate to hold the very bottom 
of the grip, and in extreme cases, come 
off of the grip and down to the shaft. 
 
6. Heel up for chips 
   When you are hitting your basic chip 
shot, grip lower on the handle, narrow 
your stance and slightly lean your 
weight, club shaft and upper body for-
ward toward the target. 
   Many golfers will incorrectly fall back 
and try to lift the golf ball. This can cause 
you to hit the ground before the ball or 
even top it, but in either case contact will 
suffer. 
   A great “trick” to avoid this is to get all 
set up and then pick up your back heel 
and keep it up throughout your stroke. 
This will help to avoid any inclination to 
fall back and try to lift the golf ball, help-
ing to produce solid ball and turf contact. 
While this may be used as a drill, if you 
find it makes a big difference in contact, 
you may want to consider adding it to 
your on-course play. 
 
7. Square looks open for pitches 
   When you are hitting a pitch shot with 
your lob, sand or gap wedge, the bottom 
is rounded on purpose. It’s called 
bounce. This design characteristic is built 

to allow your club to glide across the grass 
and not dig. 
   The good news is when you set the club 
properly on the bottom — where it doesn’t 
dig — there’s no reason to be hesitant 
about letting it hit the ground. This is what 
will help you to hit high, soft, beautiful pitch 
shots. 
   Setting this club properly on its bottom 
can look “open,” but rest assured, it’s not. 
It’s lofted, which is just how you want it. 
 
8. Remember: Speed and sand 
   Greenside sand is one of my favorite 
areas to teach because it seems to cause 
so many frustrations for regular golfers. 
   The two major skills you need to be a 
good bunker player are 1) to take a lot of 
sand and 2) to generate lots of speed. 
Speed without sand, well….it’s gone and 
going far away. Sand without speed and 
you probably get to take a few steps for-
ward and try it again. 
   I think one of the best ways to get good 
at this is to practice simply throwing sand 
out of the bunker and onto the grass. By 
taking the golf ball out of the scenario, you 
can practice proper motion. 
  Once you have the proper motion for 
whenever you find yourself in a bunker, 
keep it. Don’t change your technique, 
change your club selection. Higher lofted 
for closer shots and less loft for longer 
ones, but the motion is always the same. 

9. Dig your feet in when you’re in the 
bunker 
   When in a bunker it is important to have 
your clubhead enter the sand before the 
ball, and stay into the sand long enough to 
exit the sand well after the ball. 
   What makes this possible comes from 
understanding what needs to happen, and 
also a proper setup. 
   The more you dig your feet into the sand 
at address, the more you lower the bottom 
of your swing. If you struggle with taking 
enough sand, remember that the more you 
dig your feet, the easier it will be to make 
that nice long divot that will produce suc-
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ASGA-DC Meetup site http://www.meetup.com/ASGADC/ 

ASGA-DC Chapter: http://www.singlesgolfdc.com/ 

ASGA-DC Chapter Events: http://www.singlesgolfdc.com//schedule 

ASGA-DC Facebook https://www.facebook.com/Singlesgolf.asgadc.5 

ASGA-National: http://www.singlesgolf.com 

ASGA Newsletters: http://www.singlesgolf.com/chapter_list.php 

ASGA Chapter Rosters: http://www.singlesgolf.com/roster.php 

ASGA Member Account Info: http://www.singlesgolf.com (click on “My Account”) 

Save these links and phone number for easy access to information about local and 
national ASGA events: 

About Our Members 
(THIS REPORT RAN 10/19/2020) 
 

Happy Birthday to these members: 
Elizabeth Anthony - 10/23 
Gregory Basheda - 11/01 
Margaret Brown - 10/20 
Alan Crupi - 10/25 
Jean Fleming - 11/04 
Kathleen Griffin - 10/05 
Mark Hendrickson - 11/05 
Peggy Honts - 10/05 
Donald Lyons - 11/07 
Annette McGuire - 10/07 
Daniel Morris - 10/19 
Lew Privon - 10/29 
Cheryl Riisager - 10/01 
Daniel Stentz - 10/02 
Deb Swedberg - 10/27 
Sam Tolbert - 10/31 
Felicia Wilson - 10/10 
Diane Yantus - 10/14 
 

These members are up for renewal: 
(date shown is last day of membership) 

Michelle Cannon - 10/31/2020 
Brian Durkin - 10/31/2020 
Kathleen Griffin - 10/31/2020 
 

Welcome newest members: 
Jeff Kauffman - Joined 08/21/2020 
Diane Yantus - Joined 09/22/2020 
 

These members recently renewed: 
Gregory Basheda 
David Classen 
Sheila DeTurk 
Sharon Geyer 
Annette McGuire 
Daniel Stentz 
Ronald Wichin 
 

These members did not renew their dues: 
(date shown is date membership expired) 

Michael Abelson - 09/30/2020 
Ellie Hochman - 09/30/2020 
Sue Morgan - 08/31/2020 
Santina Rocca - 08/31/2020 
Joann St. Peter - 09/30/2020 
Kay Wilson - 09/30/2020  
 

Our chapter currently has 128 members.  

cessful sand shots. And don’t be shy here. 
Really dig your feet in enough to make the 
soles of your shoes disappear. 
 
10. Always remember: Putt, chip, pitch 
   One of the quickest ways to improve you 
score and your short game is to limit your 
risk by choosing the least risky shot when 
possible. And if you have been around me 
at all, you understand that this is such a 
key to success. 
Your priority order for short game: 
1. Putt whenever you can. 
2. Chip when you can’t putt. 
3. Pitch only when you have to. 
 

   Simply understanding that order and 
sticking to it when you play will limit your 
risk and also allow subtle misses to not 
show up on your scorecard. 
   You might be surprised to know that bet-
ter players know to limit their risk and 
choose the shot they can execute the high-
est percentage of the time, even if they’re 
proficient in all areas of their short game. 
   While having time to practice and take 
lessons is nice and will pay off on the 
course, having little “tricks” to help you to 
make better decisions and understand 
fundamentals can help you to see results 
right away. 
 

Weekday Golf 
Take the day off and join the retired crew. 
Next season we’ll have more volunteers 
and great places to play.  The leader will 
pick the day and course.  Look for emails 
announcing the outing.  These are all pay-
on-site. 
 

10/19-23 Ellie Hochman  
10/26-30 open 

 ASGA-DC Communications 
Share your content! 
   Did you take some awesome pictures at 
an event?  Share them by sending to BJ 
Barger, bjbarger@verizon.net.  
Our website is www.singlesgolfdc.com.  
Our social and golf schedule are pub-
lished on the website and updated fre-
quently.   Check the list below for National 
websites. 
   Have you “friended”  ASGA-DC on Fa-
cebook yet?   It’s the best way to get the 
latest news, recaps and pictures from 
ASGA-DC events.  You can also add your 
pictures from our events. 
   The Facebook name is SinglesGolf As-
gadc. or you can go to https://
www.facebook.com/singlesgolf.asgadc.5  
If you friend us you can see all our posts 
plus those of other members.  If you’d 
prefer to not share everything, you can 
change your Facebook privacy setting by 
going to Settings, Privacy, then answer 
the question, “who can see my posts?”  by 
changing it to My Friends on Facebook.  
That way, your posts won’t be seen by all. 
   Like us, friend us, find out what’s hap-
pening with ASGA-DC!  
   Since having to check back to the web-
site for schedule updates and pairings 
updates is inconvenient, we also have a 
Yahoo listserve. Announcements on up-
coming social and golf events, as well as 
reminders and updates to these events, 
are sent out to subscribers to the listserve. 
A couple of days before a golf event, the 
pairings and tee times are also sent out.   
   To subscribe, send an email to: 
ASGA-DC-Chapter-subscribe@ 
yahoogroups.com. Be sure to include your 
name in the subject of the note and do not 
include anything else in the body of the 
note.  

 

http://www.meetup.com/ASGADC/
http://www.singlesgolfdc.com/index.html
http://www.singlesgolfdc.com/schedule
https://www.facebook.com/singlesgolf.asgadc.5
http://www.singlesgolf.com/
http://www.singlesgolf.com/chapter_list.php
http://www.singlesgolf.com/roster.php
http://www.singlesgolf.com/
mailto:bjbarger@verizon.net
http://www.singlesgolfdc.com/
https://www.facebook.com/singlesgolf.asgadc.5
https://www.facebook.com/singlesgolf.asgadc.5
mailto:ASGA-DC-Chapter-subscribe@yahoogroups.com
mailto:ASGA-DC-Chapter-subscribe@yahoogroups.com


From the USGA — 

COVID-19 Rules and Handicapping FAQs 
The guidance below supplements a memo released by the USGA as to how the Rules of Golf and Rules of Handicapping 
apply in response to questions received from golf course owners, administrators, tournament organizers and golfers. As 
was noted in that memo, it is not the intended purpose of the below guidance to either encourage or discourage anyone 
from playing the game, but rather, in our governance role, to help golf course operators, committees and golfers better un-
derstand how the Rules of Golf and Rules of Handicapping apply to the various questions we have received.  

The questions received fit into four main topics. In each of the four topics below, the guidance provided serves both to di-
rectly answer the questions asked as well as cover additional considerations that might also serve useful.  

FLAGSTICK 

May a course remove all flagsticks to minimize the possibility of exposing players to coronavirus?  

May a committee introduce a code of conduct that does not allow players to remove (or even touch) the flagstick?  

• The flagstick serves an important purpose in the game of golf – that is as an indicator to a player as to where the hole is 
located on the putting green or a target for shots.  

• If a Committee decides to set-up a golf course without flagsticks, consideration should be given as to how best to sup-
port such a decision by providing players the location of each hole on the green. Whether this is general guidance (such as 
in the right front portion) or through a detailed hole-location sheet. 

• As another means of minimizing exposure to players, a Committee might decide to introduce a code of conduct that 
prohibits players from touching or removing the flagstick. As is authorized under Rule 1.2b, such a code could also include 
penalties (such as one penalty stroke or the general penalty) if a player is in breach of its standards.  

• Before a Committee decides to introduce such a restriction, it is recommended that consideration be given to the fact 
that removing the flagstick is an instinctual, even automated, act for many players. Drafting such a code of conduct to re-
strict only deliberate acts to affect the outcome of the hole would be reflective of that reality and would mean that a playe r 
who instinctually removes the flagstick would not get a penalty in doing so.  

• If a Committee takes any of the above actions, it is at the discretion of the Committee whether scores would be ac-
ceptable for handicap purposes. 
 

BUNKERS AND BUNKER RAKES 

We have removed all bunker rakes from our course to help stop the spread of coronavirus. What options do we 
have for players who end up in unraked areas? 

• By removing rakes from the course, the Committee has various options as to how best to address the likely possibility 
of a player’s ball coming to rest in an unmaintained area of sand and should consider which is the best approach under your 
unique circumstances. 

• If you have limited play and most players at your course use a golf cart, the best approach might be to ask that each 
player takes a rake with them. 

• If it is decided that no additional Rules will be put into effect to deal with these areas, it would be advisable to strongly  
encourage that players try their best to smooth the disturbed area with a foot or a club.  

• Additional options could include changing the status of bunkers to be part of the general area. This would give players 
additional options under multiple relief rules (Rules 16 and 19) and would remove the restrictions normally in effect under 
Rule 12. 

• Ground under repair could be used in two different manners. The first being to declare all bunkers to be ground under 
repair and treat them as part of the general area. This would allow players the option to take free relief outside the bunker  
under Rule 16.1. The second is to treat disturbed areas only as ground under repair. This would still allow a player free re-
lief from such areas, but would require such relief to be taken elsewhere within the bunker.  

• As a last resort, we have fielded questions as to whether a Committee may add a preferred lies local rule that would 
allow a player to place the ball elsewhere in a bunker without penalty (such as within one club length of where the ball came  
to rest). While that may seem like a good option in that it requires players to play from the bunker, there will be times whe n 
no effective relief would be available to a player, such as when a bunker is frequently played from and large areas are un-
raked. It would be recommended that the other options, such as those listed above are considered first, noting that using 



the ground under repair options above ensure a player will get full relief and when dropping from knee height, balls very 
rarely plug. 

• If a Committee takes any of the above actions, it is at the discretion of the Committee whether scores would be accepta-
ble for handicap purposes. 
 

SCORECARDS AND SCORING 

We are holding a competition, but want to limit how scorecards are exchanged both between players and after the 
round to the Committee. Do you have any recommendations? 

• The Rules already allow numerous options to address these concerns noting that certifying a score does not require a 
physical signature, nor does it require a physical scorecard.  

• If a Committee wishes to run a competition using a form of electronic scoring, this could come in many forms, such as 
asking that each marker send an email to the Committee and the player he or she is marking for, including the player’s hole -
by-hole scores. The player can then reply to verify the accuracy of the card.  

• When electronic methods are used, such as the email example above or similar methods that involve text messaging, 
the Committee should decide when a scorecard would be considered to have been returned. For example, this could be 
when the player responds certifying that the scores are correct or some other action that the Committee might consider more 
appropriate. 

• A Committee might also wish to employ the above method but also combine these with a physical scorecard by having 
the marker take a picture of the completed scorecard and either email or text it to the Committee using the same process 
described above. 

• If physical scorecards are the preferred method, a Committee may wish to have the player and marker not exchange 
cards but rather verbally communicate the hole-by-hole scores to the Committee verbally in the scoring area. Additionally, 
verbal confirmation could be a substitute for the physical signature. As with the electronic scoring methods described above,  
the Committee should be diligent to clearly define when a scorecard has been returned, such as when a player leaves the 
golf shop if that is where the process takes place. 

• If a Committee takes any of the above actions, it is at the discretion of the Committee whether scores would be accepta-
ble for handicap purposes. 
 

MODIFICATIONS TO THE HOLE; NOT REQUIRING THAT PLAYERS HOLE OUT  

A number of questions have been received that relate to modifying the hole so that players no longer need to reach into the 
hole to remove a ball to minimize the possibility of exposing golfers to coronavirus.  

These have included some courses setting holes so that the hole liner remains an inch or two above the surface of the green 
while others have placed various objects into the hole or around the flagstick (such as foam pool noodles or plastic piping) 
so that a ball is unable to fall to the bottom. 

While in all of these instances, the ball is not holed per the Rules of Golf (Rule 3.3c), a round played under these conditio ns 
will result in an acceptable score for handicap purposes using the most likely score guidelines (see  Rule 3.3 of the Rules of 
Handicapping).   

While the most likely score procedure is intended to support certain formats of play where the player is not required to hole  
out (such as in match play when the player’s next stroke is conceded or in fourball stroke play when a partner picks up), it is 
also temporarily in effect where the above described safety measures are being used.  

When using most likely score, the player should consider the number of strokes most likely required to complete the hole, 
and determine whether the ball would have been holed or not.   Most likely score is at the player's best judgment and should 
not be used to gain an unfair advantage.    

This measure is temporary and in effect within the United States until advised otherwise by the USGA.  

The above guidance will continue to be updated. If you have any questions or concerns, you can contact the Rules of Golf 
and Rules of Handicapping departments by going to www.USGA.org.  

 

https://www.usga.org/handicapping/roh/2020-rules-of-handicapping.html
https://www.usga.org/handicapping/roh/2020-rules-of-handicapping.html


 

 
Note: Meeting locations may vary. Upon joining, you will receive a monthly newsletter telling you about monthly 
meetings, outings, etc. If you have any questions, contact your local chapter leader or call 1-888-GOLFMATE 
or 980-833-6450. Please complete information box at right. 

 

PRINT CLEARLY - THE INFO BELOW SHOWS HOW IT WILL APPEAR ON YOUR CHAPTER’S ROSTER. (*SEE OPT-OUT CLAUSE BELOW)     

 
HOW DID YOU HEAR ABOUT US? __________________ CHAPTER YOU ARE JOINING OR RENEWING IN: _________________ 

 
NAME __________________________________________________ E-MAIL ADDR: _______________________________________ 
           
ADDRESS __________________________________________  CITY_______________________________ ST ______ ZIP _______ 
 
HOME (______)_____________________ WORK/CELL (______)____________________   EMPL. BY ________________________ 
 
POSITION_________________________  (  ) AVAILABLE FOR WEEKDAY GOLF  (  ) WILLING TO VOLUNTEER FOR CHAPTER 

 
 
 
 

MONTH & DAY BORN _______________ 
 
YOUR USGA HANDICAP® ____________ or 
 
AVERAGE GOLF SCORE ____________ 

Dues are $89.00 for12 months) OR $178.00 for 24 months (includes free ASGA logo’d shirt when joining for two years!). Best rate per year 
is $267 with our “buy 3 years, get 4th free + shirt” plan. Credit card users: JOIN BY PHONE: 1-980-833-6450 or FAX COMPLETED FORM to 
1-980-225-0231. Your membership kit will be mailed upon receipt of payment. Free shipping if ASGA shirt is ordered with application.  

 Call Us at 1-980-833-6450 

 Fax This Form to Us 

 Email/Mail This Form To Us 

 Online (SinglesGolf.com/join) 

** There is a $25 charge for any check returned from your bank.               SinglesGolf ®  is a registered trademark of ASGA, Inc.       Rev. 03/01/19     © 2019 ASGA, Inc. 

LEGAL STUFF :  Read this section in a larger font at SinglesGolf.com/Legal-Stuff 
 
RELEASE FROM LIABILITY AND EXPRESS ASSUMPTION OF RISK: I, the undersigned Applicant (hereinafter referred to as 
“Releasor”), in consideration of being permitted to participate in golf activities organized or sponsored by ASGA, Inc., d/b/a 
American Singles Golf Association, a Delaware Corporation, or its affiliate chapters in the United States and Canada, (the 
“Releasees”) and other good and valuable consideration, the receipt and sufficiency is hereby acknowledged, hereby on behalf 
of myself and my heirs, distributees, guardians, and legal representatives agree to fully indemnify, defend, hold harmless, and 
not to sue Releasees and/or Releasee’s directors, officers, employees, agents, and affiliates from and on account of any and all 
past, present, and future claims, debts, causes of action, damages, personal injuries, wrongful deaths, property loss, and 
property damage (including attorney’s fees and costs relative thereto), whether due or not, direct or contingent, liquidated or 
unliquidated, latent or patent, known or unknown, which in any way concern or relate to any act or omission of Releasees. 
Except in the event of any gross and willful negligence, I shall bring no claims, demands, actions and causes of action, and/or 
litigation, against Releasees for any economic and non-economic losses due to bodily injury, death, property damage, sustained 
by me in relation to the premises and operations of the golf course, including riding on golf carts or playing the game of golf. I 
am aware that participation in and/or observance of the golf activities and/or other activities sponsored by Releasees is or may 
be an inherently dangerous activity and may have health-related risks, and agree that I am voluntarily participating in and/or 
observing such activities with full knowledge of all dangers and risks involved. In addition, I hereby expressly assume all risks of 
injury, death, property loss, property damage, and other loss and damage which may occur relative to my participation in and/or 
observance of such activities. I understand and agree that this Release includes any and all claims based on the past, present 
and future ordinary negligence, action, and/or inaction of Releasees and/or Releasee’s directors, officers, employees, agents, 
and affiliates. I acknowledge that I have read this Release, have been fully and completely advised of the potential dangers 
incidental and inherent to the participation in and/or observance of the activities organized and/or sponsored by Releasees, and 
am fully aware of the legal consequences of signing the Application Form acknowledging this Release. I agree that this Re-
lease, waiver and indemnity agreement is intended to be as broad and inclusive as permitted by the laws of the State of my 
residency, and that if any portion of this Release is held invalid, it is agreed that the balance shall, notwithstanding continue in 
full force and effect.  
 
TERMS AND CONDITIONS: Membership in the American Singles Golf Association (ASGA) becomes effective upon receipt of 
dues and is valid for the period of time requested as indicated on the application form, subject to these Terms and Conditions. I 
am 21 years or older, single (i.e. never married OR divorced OR legally separated OR widowed), and have read and accepted, 
as a condition of joining, the Release from Liability and Express Assumption of Risk shown above.  
 
I understand that dues are non-refundable and are subject to change. I agree that all rosters, membership lists, e-mail 
addresses, or any other information provided to him/her as a result of their membership in ASGA are the property of ASGA and 
shall not be used for any purpose other than ASGA. I understand that the information provided on the Application for Member-
ship may be reproduced on the chapter’s roster and distributed to other ASGA members and published on 
www.SinglesGolf.com, otherwise, I will note at the bottom of this form if I wish certain information not to be published.  
 
* OPT-OUT CLAUSE: I understand that I may, at any time, request any information on me not to be reprinted, reproduced or 
distributed, such as home phone, address, etc. in or on any newsletter, roster, website, etc. Such request to be noted below in 
“Notes by Applicant” section or emailed to info@SinglesGolf.com. ASGA may not be held liable for inadvertent publishing of opt-
out information. 
 
PRIVACY: See our privacy policy at www.SinglesGolf.com/privacy 
 
DISPUTES: In the event of any dispute of any matter or concerning the terms and/or conditions of membership, those matters 
and/or the interpretation of the terms and conditions shall be governed by the laws of the State of North Carolina and the parties 
agree to submit disputes arising out of or in connection with this Agreement to courts of Mecklenburg County, North Carolina. 
 
AGREEMENT TO POLICIES OF THE NATIONAL ORGANIZATION (ASGA) AND LOCAL CHAPTER: By submitting this form 
and payment, I agree to abide by the “ASGA Policies” as outlined in the Policy section of www.SinglesGolf.com/policy as well as 
ASGA bylaws (www.SinglesGolf.com/bylaws) and my local chapter’s bylaws and policies as currently in effect. 
 

See above Legal Stuff in larger font online at www.SinglesGolf.com/Legal-Stuff 
 
NOTES BY APPLICANT: ________________________________________________________________________________ 

DUES - 24 Months - $178 (includes free ASGA logo’d shirt - Most Popular!) 

 

DUES (Join for 3 years, 4th year free - $267 (incl. free shirt - best value) 

 

DUES - 12 Months + ASGA logo’d golf shirt - $119 (includes shipping) 

 

DUES - 12 Months - $89 

 

If a shirt is included, indicate (   ) Male  (   ) Female  Size: _______ 
  
 
 

 

 

Check Paid To “ASGA, Inc.” Enclosed**         TOTAL              $________ 
 

 
Please charge my major credit/debit card indicated below: 
 

 

No. ______________________________________ Exp. ______ 
 
 

 

SIGNATURE REQUIRED!  By signing below, I agree to the Terms, 
Condition and Release (“Legal Stuff”) as set forth at left and, if appropri-
ate, authorize payment by my credit/debit card shown above. 

 

 

Signature ___________________________ Date ____________ 
 

Credit Card Users Can Join By Calling 1-980-833-6450, 9-2 Eastern Time, M-F 
Join By Fax: 1-980-225-0231 or Scan & Email to Info@SinglesGolf.com 

 
 

REFERRED BY: _________________________________________________________ 

Mail: ASGA, 1122 Industrial Dr. #107, Matthews, NC 28105 

NOTE: ASGA DOES NOT CONDUCT BACKGROUND CHECKS ON APPLICANTS FOR MEMBERSHIP OR MEMBERS OF THE ASSOCIATION.  Golf can be a dangerous sport. Accidents can 
occur by you or another party striking a golf ball, by a golf cart turning over, or simply falling down steps. PLEASE TAKE ADEQUATE PRECAUTION when playing in ASGA events. 
Chapters and individuals running golf tournaments are not professionals but are volunteers, and therefore, you must assume additional responsibility for your own safety. 
Please abide by the safety rules posted inside your golf cart, at the golf course, as well as the official website of the United States Golf Association (www.USGA.org). If you 
have a safety concern, you must immediately bring it to the attention of the person(s) running an event, your chapter president or golf course management personnel. 

TM 

 (



 

The Washington DC Chapter of the 
American Singles Golf Association 

WANTS YOU!   
We’re 3,000 members in 75 cities and we’re ALL ABOUT HAVING FUN!  So if you’re 
single (i.e. divorced, widowed, legally separated or never married) and enjoy 
meeting others through the game of golf, you’re invited to inquire about 
membership by calling the American Singles Golf Association directly at       
1-888-465-3628 (1-TRIPLE-EIGHT-GOLFMATE) or visit our website at SinglesGolf.com   


