
ASGA-DC Chapter has decided to suspend all ASGA-DC events for the month of MAY.  We will review things as we get closer to June. 
The rest of the sports world (along with many other organizations) have already taken these steps and we feel we should too!  

Washington DC Chapter - American Singles Golf Association — April 2020 

CELEBRATING 28 YEARS OF SINGLES GOLF  ® IN AMERICA  

Upcoming Multi-Chapter Events (see SinglesGolf.com/events) 
 

• Memorial Day Weekend 2020 — We will be returning to Pinehurst 
(our home away from home) for a great 3-day golf and social experi-
ence. Arrive Thursday, May 21, for an optional round, or May 22 
when everyone else arrives, depart Monday, May 25. WE ARE RE-
VIEWING THE DATES OF THIS EVENT AS TRAVEL RE-
STRICTIONS MAY CONTINUE TO BE ENFORCED. AN EMAIL 
WILL BE SENT TO ALL MEMBERS ONCE FINAL PLANS ARE IN 
PLACE. 

• ASGA in Europe — We will do two (2) trips to Europe in 2020. We’re 
looking at visiting Scotland in late July, 2020 and then Portugal in mid
-to-late September. Stay tuned, information will be out in March for 
the Scotland trip, late April for the Portugal trip.  AGAIN, DUE TO 
THE COVID-19 / CORONAVIRUS epidemic, we are reviewing our 
travel plans to Europe. Please do not make firm plans until the 
website is announced to all members. 

Regular Meeting Date 
Variable (see singlesgolfdc.com) 

 

Next Meeting Date & Location 
TBD 

 

Our Chapter Website:  www.singlesgolfdc.com 
 

Our Chapter Hotline:  1-888-465-3628 
(See next page for list of officers and board members.) 

 

National Office 
 

Office Hours:  9:00am to 2:00pm, M-F (Eastern) 
National Office:  980-833-6450 or 1-888-GOLFMATE 

 

Go to www.SinglesGolf.com/MyAccount to make changes to your 
address, phone, etc.   To join or renew your dues, go to 
www.SinglesGolf.com/join   

 

 
 

 
 

 

Singles Golf ® is a registered trademark of ASGA, Inc. 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

2020 GOLF SCHEDULE 
Date             Course                                               Event Coordinator  
 
APRIL 
4         Algonkian              Charlie Walters  
11           Musket Ridge                                         Dave Sheets  
18               Brambleton                                           Dan Morris  
25               Clustered Spires                          Rick Goheen 
 
MAY 
2                  Whiskey Creek                                        Mary Doherty  
9                  Raspberry Falls                                       Leesa Weiss 
16               1757                                                        Mark Hendrickson  
 24 (Sun)      Herndon Centennial                                Ruth D’Alessandro  
30               Stonewall                                                Betsy Pond 
 
JUNE 
6                  Sparrows Point                                    George Salmon / Annette McGuire 
13                Blue Ridge Shadows                               Janice Bittner  
20                Hampshire Greens                                  Scott Hall  
27                Bristow Manor                                         B J Barger 

continued... 
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JULY 
 3-5           Penn National   (with Philly Chapter)    Deb Swedberg 
11                Enterprise                                                Anne Jardine  
18                Bull Run                                                   Jerry Bennis  
25                 Lansdowne                                             Scott Patton 
 
AUGUST 
1                   Hobbits Glen                      Kathie Hiatt 
8                   Turf Valley                                              Brian Durkin 
15                 Westfields                                              Mary Doherty 
22                 Laurel Hill                                              Suzanne McNicholas 
29                 Heritage Hunt                                         Ruth D’Alessandro 
 
SEPTEMBER 
6(Sun)          Poolesville                                             Leesa Weiss  
13(Sun)           Lake Presidential                                 Trey McStravick 
19                 Prince William                                        Rita Daley 
26                 Queenstown                                           Todd Sheffer  
 
OCTOBER 
4 (Sun)         Worthington Manor                               Sam Tolbert  
11(Sun)         Renditions                                               Anne Jardine 
16-18            Ocean City                                               Sheila DeTurk 
24                  Falls Road                                                Leesa Weiss 
31                 Reston National                                      Jean Wintemute 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

WEEKEND at PENN NATIONAL GOLF 
CLUB & INN 
3720 Club House Drive, Fayetteville, PA 
19722    www.penngolf.com  Phone 
#: 717-352-3000 
ASGA PHILADELPHIA & WASHINGTON 
DC CHAPTERS 
July 3rd – 5th, 2020 (July 6th – Option-
al) 
 
DEADLINE TO REGISTER JUNE 1ST --- 
ROOMS ARE LIMITED – SO REGISTER 
EARLY!!! 
  
Coordinators:   
Kurt Kraenbring 
kkraenbring@gmail.com  
609-405-9017                
 
Deb Swedberg  
deb.swedberg@accenture.com               
571-436-4832 
   Penn National is a wonderful golf des-
tination featuring two distinctly differ-
ent golf courses.  The Founders Course 
is a traditional tree-lined course.  Iron 
Forge is more wide open with breath-
taking mountain views. We will stay 
onsite at the Penn National Inn and play 
both courses over the weekend.  The 
pool will also be open for those of you 
who don’t want to play golf every day, 

so bring your bathing suit and \favor-
ite beverage for a relaxing after-
noon!  Following dinner each night, 
we will gather at the fire pit to whine 
(or boast) about our golfing prow-
ess!!  So plan to bring your personal 
beverages and desserts to share! 
   For this three-day event, numbers 
permitting, the pairings will be loosely 
arranged for Friday.  Saturday – mix it 
up – couples and traveling compan-
ions will not be paired.  Sunday – cou-
ples and traveling companions can be 
paired.   
 
Friday:   Tee Times  Noon – 12:30 p.m. 
Saturday: Tee Times 1:00 - 1:30pm SG 
Sunday: Tee Times   9:30am  SG 
  
Package 1:  Two Nights’ Accommoda-
tions (Friday & Saturday), two break-
fasts, two dinners, & golf (3) Friday-
Sunday 
$459.00 Per person/double occupancy 
$559.00 Single occupancy 
  
Package 2:  Two Nights’ Accommoda-
tions (Friday & Saturday), two break-
fasts, two dinners & golf (2) Sat. & 
Sunday 
$409.00 Per person/double occupancy 
$509.00 Single occupancy 
  

Package 3:  One Night Accommodation 
(Saturday), one breakfast, one dinner, & 
golf (2) Saturday & Sunday 
$279.00 Per person/double occupancy 
$334.00 Single occupancy 
  
Package plans for Sunday departure 
after golf.  If you would like to stay over 
to Monday, July 6th, the cost to add 
Sunday dinner/B&B is $85.00 Per per-
son/double occupancy OR $125.00 sin-
gle occupancy.  Monday golf add on fee 
is $55.00 
EASY REGISTRATION – NO CHECKS 
TO MAIL – NO FORMS TO FILL OUT 
Call the resort with your credit card and 
make a $50.00 deposit over the phone. 
1-800-231-0080 
Group “ASGA Philly/DC” 
Tell them your package, number of 

nights, days you are golfing. 
Tell them your roommate’s name if you 

plan to share a double room. 
Email Kurt (Philly) or Deb (DC) that 

you’ve registered (including which 
package) so you can be added to 
the pairings for each round of 
golf.  For Sunday golf pairings, we 
also need to know who your travel-
ing companions will be. 

  
Balance is due directly to Penn National 
upon check-in.  Your package in-

We missed it; National Golfer’s Day was 
April 10.  Maybe next year we can  
celebrate 

 
WEEKDAY  GOLF 
Take the day off and join the retired crew. Next season we’ll have more volunteers and 
great places to play.  The leader will pick the day and course.  Look for emails announc-
ing the outing.  These are all pay-on-site. 
 
6/1-5 David Bath 7/27-31 David Bath 9/14-18  Charlie Walters 
6/8-12  Anne Jardine 8/3-7  Anne Jardine 9/21-25  Scott Hall  
6/15-19 Rita Daley 8/10-14  Jerry Bennis 9/28-1/2 Betsy Pond 
6/22-26  Ellie Hochman 8/17-21  Sam Tolbert 10/5-9  Liz Dahreddine 
6/29-7/3  B J Barger 8/24-28  Charlie Walters 10/12-16 Ruth D’Alessandro  
7/6-10  Marian Block 8/31-9/4  Marian Block 10/19-23 Ellie Hochman 
7/13-17  Rita Daley 9/2-11  Jerry Bennis 10/26-30 Cheryl Merrill 
7/20-24 Cheryl Merrill 
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“Precaution is the name of the game. It’s 
very reasonable to play if you are smart 
about it and follow the proper guidance. 
“You’ll have to follow precautions that you 
normally wouldn’t have to, but I would play 
under that guidance.” 
   Cawcutt did warn that what is true today 
may be different in a day, a week or a 
month, given the fluidity of how cities — 
and golf courses — cope with the out-
break. Never was this more clear on the 
professional level, where in a span of 
about 24 hours on Thursday, the PGA 
Tour decided to play the Players Champi-
onship, then the Tour decided to play with-
out fans, then the Tour decided to cancel 
altogether. 
   Players, both pros and average Joes, 
still have many tee boxes. A quick look 
online shows tee times available across 
the country — about 15 miles from Caw-
cutt’s office, Indian Creek Golf Course is 
open, and staff is “educated and prepared 
from the front-line standpoint,” said James 
Rolls, the club’s director of golf. In Bandon, 
Ore., Bandon Dunes Golf Resort is also 
accepting reservations, and “we are follow-
ing the guidelines established by the CDC 
for preventing the spread of the virus and 
we have implemented increased sanitation 
measures throughout the resort to ensure 
that we are providing the highest level of 
service and cleanliness to our guests,” 
said Michael Chupka, the resort’s director 
of communications. 
One of the biggest determinants to play, 
Cawcutt said, is actually the players them-
selves. 
   “Do not golf if you’re sick,” she said. “We 
do not want you to spread the infection. 
We don’t want you to put someone else at 
risk just to play the game.” 
“In a lot of cases, you know how you feel, 
and if you’re feeling the symptoms, hold off 
for now,” Cawcutt added. “Get back to the 
game at a later date.” 
    
 
A breakdown of the golfer and the coro-
navirus from Cawcutt 
   What should a player do throughout the 
round? 
   Hand-sanitizing and hand washing 
should be as welcomed as hitting the fair-
way off the tee. 
   “As you go through the game, wash your 
hands with soap and water for at least 20 

cludes:  Penn National Inn accommoda-
tions, taxes, breakfasts and dinners, 
green fees & cart.  Princes include 
range balls and club storage, state and 
local taxes as well as a 15% gratuity for 
meals. Additional tips for maids, cart 
attendants, and other service personnel 
are at your discretion.  Notify event co-
ordinators if your plans change.  There 
are NO refunds unless someone can fill 
your spot. 
  
Warm Regards, 
Deb Swedberg, CPA 

 
Golf is now controversial  
during the coronavirus  
pandemic: Is it safe to play? 
BY MARK PRICE, Miami Herald 
 

   Golfing, of all things, has become contro-
versial during the coronavirus pandemic. 
That’s because golf is the perfect sport for 
social distancing, but golf courses are 
sports facilities — like tennis courts and 
baseball fields — which a growing number 
of states are closing to avoid crowds. 
COVID-19 has infected nearly 1.5 million 
people and killed about 89,000 across the 
world, according to the Johns Hopkins 
University. The United States has more 
than 432,000 reported cases of the virus 
and nearly 15,000 deaths.  
   “As states increasingly crack down on 
‘nonessential’ business operations during 
the coronavirus pandemic, golf courses 
have fallen into a gray area between per-
mitted recreational activities and potential-
ly dangerous places for people to gath-
er,” Forbes reported. 
   The result is a tug-of-war between avid 
golfers seeking exercise during the out-
break and community leaders like Nevada 
Gov. Steve Sisolak, who ordered all sports 
and recreational facilities, including golf 
courses, closed this week, according to 
the Associated Press. 
More than half a dozen other states have 
closed most golf courses, including Ha-
waii, California, Connecticut, Maryland, 
New Jersey, Washington and Wisconsin, 
The Golf News reports.  
   The National Golf Foundation says more 
than half the nation’s golf facilities are now 
closed for the pandemic or the weather, 
including two-thirds of the courses run by 
cities. Those that remain open say it’s get-

ting tougher. 
   “Operators find themselves in uncharted 
territory, from extensive measures being 
implemented in an effort to ensure the 
safety of loyal customers and staffers to 
increased communication with those 
same groups to keep them informed and 
help allay fears,” NGF reported this 
month. 
A recent Axios article proclaimed golf “a 
rare athletic escape in the age of the 
coronavirus,” because it’s played in the 
open and doesn’t required players to 
share equipment. But it also suggested 
new protocols, including “no post-round 
handshakes,” only one person per golf 
cart and raising cups an inch so golfers 
don’t have to reach into a hole. 
   Golf.com also came up with tips for 
golfers trying to play during the pandem-
ic: Use hand sanitizer throughout the 
round (including on your glove), don’t rent 
equipment, and wipe down clubs, golf 
carts, balls and bags. 
   It also suggests walking rather than 
using a cart, avoiding cellphone use on 
the course and spending as little time as 
possible in the club house. 
 

Golf and the coronavirus: how 
to play with confidence,  
according to an expert 
By Nick Piastowski, Golf.com 
 

   You can still play golf. 
   Your average golf score? Give yourself 
a few strokes the first few holes. Just skip 
the driving range and practice tee and 
other warm-up areas where it’s difficult to 
keep your distance from folks. 
   Those 1st- and 18th-hole handshakes?     
Try an elbow bump or a foot bump. Or, 
since it’s golf, a club tap. 
   That extra space in your golf bag next 
to your tees or balls? Put your hand sani-
tizer there. And use it. Frequently. 
   And then play away in these days of 
the coronavirus, says Dr. Kelly Cawcutt, 
associate director of infection control and 
hospital epidemiology and Nebraska bio-
containment unit member at the Universi-
ty of Nebraska Medical Center in Omaha, 
Neb. And also so says Kelly Cawcutt, 
golfer, wife of a golfer, mother of a golfer 
and daughter of a golfer. 
   “Being in a wide-open, outdoor space is 
the least at-risk scenario,” Cawcutt said. 
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seconds when you’re able to, or alterna-
tively use hand sanitizer liberally,” Cawcutt 
said. “If you have contaminated hands, we 
don’t want you touching your mouth or 
face. We don’t want you to get the virus on 
your hands.” 
   At tee boxes, fairways and greens, prac-
tice “social distancing” with groups outside 
of your own — about 6 feet. 
   “Stay out of range,” Cawcutt said.    
“Minimize that close contact. Minimize the 
risk of getting it.” 
 
1. How should you handle your golf clubs? 
   Cawcutt said players should wipe down 
the parts of the club that touch the golf 
cart, along with the parts of the bag. 
“You should wipe down the edges of the 
bag, the handle of the club, the parts that 
touch the golf cart,” said Cawcutt, who 
advised not renting clubs. “I know that 
people have varying types of handles,  but 
wipe down the handles. It’s just to reas-
sure yourself that they are as clean as 
possible. 
 
2. How should you handle your golf balls? 
   Use of hand sanitizer and hand washing 
should again be as welcomed as picking 
up your ball from the cup after a birdie. 
But maybe let that Pro V1 you found in the 
woods go this time. 
   “If you’re picking up random golf balls, 
don’t touch your mouth,” Cawcutt said. 
“Maybe leave it behind.” 
 
3. How should you handle your golf glove? 
   Cawcutt suggested hand sanitizer for 
your glove, too, though not ideal, as it will 
create some slickness. 
   “If you’re willing to put it on your glove, 
use it,” she said. “It’s the safest avenue. 
Something to keep your glove clean is 
ideal.” 
 
4. How should you handle the golf cart? 
   Walking might be the way to go, but if 
you ride, you wipe. 
   “Wipe the steering wheel and seat and 
minimize the risk of other people who have 
used the cart,” Cawcutt said. “It’s some-
thing different,  but doing that will give you 
a sense of security.” 
 
5. How should you handle your cellphone 
during the round? 
   Oh, man, what did Sara just tweet? I 

wonder if Matt just posted to Facebook? 
The group ahead of me is measuring 
that 2-footer with Bryson-esque slope 
precision? Time to bust out the phone, 
right? 
Maybe wait till you’re home, but if you do 
have to check out the latest and greatest 
from GOLF.com … 
   “Keep it somewhere where it’s not put 
directly on the dashboard of the cart,” 
Cawcutt said. “While using the phone, try 
to keep it on one person. If you have a 
phone that can be wiped down, that’s 
great. At a minimum, you should be 
thinking of hygiene. Just use common 
sense.” 
How should you handle the beverage 
cart? 
Get your golf sodas here, if possible, 
rather than the clubhouse. 
   “Advocate with your club for beverage 
cart workers to use gloves for everyone’s 
safety,” Cawcutt said. “Getting drinks 
from the cart may be safer than in a 
crowded clubhouse. Use hand sanitizer 
before drinking from the can. Avoid 
touching the mouth of any bottles or 
cans as best you can. 
   “Hand-sanitize before you pop that 
top.” 
 
6. How should you handle the club-
house? 
   Get in, get out and keep your distance. 
“Social distancing is increasingly advised 
to slow the spread of infection,” Cawcutt 
said. “Avoid time in crowded clubhouses. 
Sit outdoors with that 6-foot radius from 
others, if possible. 
   “Again, wash your hands or use hand 
sanitizer after touching any high-touch 
areas like door handles, desks, etc.” 
 
7. How should you handle playing part-
ners? 
   If you’re playing with friends and fami-
ly, check that they’re feeling well. If 
you’re playing with strangers, keep your 
social distance. If you’re playing with the 
friendly types, words speak louder than 
actions this time. 
   “In general, don’t shake hands and do 
something else, like an elbow bump, as 
elbows are not high-contaminated are-
as,” Cawcutt said. “Do welcome your 
playing partners and say congrats. Just 
find different ways than a handshake to 

express gratitude.” 

 
The 10 best ways to improve 
your game when you’re stuck 
at home 
By Kellie Stenzel, Top 100 Teacher, golf.com 
   

   Are you stuck at home? Well, you can 
still make the best of it. Here are some 
suggestions to the golfers who are trying 
to make this time away as productive as 
possible. Keeping busy can be a blessing 
for your game, if you do it right. 
 
1. Practice your fundamentals in the mirror 
   So much of your level of success for 
each and every golf shot starts with your 
set up. I often say a good set up is worth 
it’s weight in gold. And I think you can see 
it when you watch other golfers. The ones 
who look balanced and athletic at setup 
are usually the best golfers. 
I realize that everyone is built differently, 
so postures can vary, but a good basic 
posture would be to bend from your hips 
forward so that your hands can hang be-
low your shoulders as if your arms were a 
straight line down. I also suggest you prac-
tice this with different length clubs so that 
you can understand one basic posture for 
each and every club. 
You can improve your grip by relaxing your 
lead arm and allowing it to hang and see-
ing what it looks like when it hangs. You 
should try to replicate this hanging position 
as well as learn to hold the club more into 
your fingers. 
 
2. Do balance drills 
   Being in balance at address and 
throughout your golf swing is really im-
portant. I was fortunate enough to play in 
the Els for Autism Pro-Am with Rory McIl-
roy. His balance was amazing. I watched 
every shot he hit and it just seemed to me 
that he was in perfect balance every sec-
ond of his golf swing and, needless to say, 
his contact was very impressive. You can 
practice this at home by taking swings with 
your feet close together. This will automati-
cally teach you to make a swing that is in 
balance. Should you make note of any 
unnecessary motions that would cause 
you to lose balance, and over time you will 
learn to limit these. 
   Even though your feet are closer togeth-
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you, it can often seem more fun to get right 
to big swings and big clubs. With some of 
us having limited space available, this can 
be a great opportunity to practice those 
smaller chips and pitches that may only 
carry three to 10 yards depending upon 
your area. You can order great little pitch-
ing baskets to use or if you don’t have 
these, you could use pillows, or towels. 
You can also order small whiffle balls or 
foam practice balls if your space is limited. 
   One suggestion I would give you to help 
to make these smaller motions is to re-
member you can always grip lower on the 
handle of the club, which makes the lever 
shorter and, therefore, delivers less power. 
You should narrow your stance as well. 
Narrowing your stance will limit your flexi-
bility and also help you to make the small-
er swing or stroke needed for these small-
er distances. 
 
9. Try some new technology 
   There is so much great technology out 
there relative to golf it can be overwhelm-
ing and yet so very interesting. The ad-
vancement in these technologies can help 
you to improve your games. Two of my 
favorites are Golflogix app (Golf 
and GOLF.com are operated by the same 
holding company, 8AM Golf.) and Arccos 
smart grip technology, which can help you 
discover if there’s a distance gap in your 
clubs, and you may need to add another to 
your bag. 
There are lots of great products out there, 
now is your time to experiment! 
 
10. Do a golf club inventory 
   As I sit in my house looking at this beau-
tiful new set of Ping clubs, I can’t wait to 
get back out there on the golf course and 
use them.  
   Assuming that you have an idea of what 
fits you, now can be a good time to do an 
inventory of your clubs in your bag and 
see what is helping you to be the best golf-
er you can be, and also consider what 
parts of your bag could use an upgrade.  A 
new driver or a new longer fairway wood 
can really pay off in increased distance 
and, hopefully, consistency. 
   It also gives you an opportunity to clean 
out your golf bag. Scary to find out what 
we have put into our bags and forgotten. 
This clean out process may also lead to 
the purchase of a new bag so you’re nice 

er you should still pivot off of your back 
heel if you do this in your regular swing 
and also try to hold this finish for a couple 
of seconds. Better balance will always be 
rewarded with higher levels of consistency. 
 
3. Work on your rhythm 
   Good rhythm and timing can be prac-
ticed at home without a golf ball. Assuming 
that your grip and posture are reasonable, 
a continuous swing will be rewarded with 
good solid shots. At times, thinking too 
much or trying to produce a result, rather 
than focusing on your process, can cause 
issues with shots that aren’t as good as 
you might like. 
   One of my favorite drills that I learned 
from Mike Adams was to swing continu-
ously back and through without stopping 
for three of four full swings. The goal of 
keeping the club moving will help build 
efficiencies in your swing and the momen-
tum will help you to learn your best rhythm. 
 
4. Speed training 
   I don’t think any of my students would 
complain they are hitting it too far. And 
since many of us are not on a golf course 
now, this can be the ideal time to work on 
speed. One of my favorite products is the 
Super Speed golf training system (which 
you can buy for 10% off with the promo 
code GOLFMAG). Their product and train-
ing protocols are proven, as well as com-
prehensive and not overly time consuming. 
I would highly recommend this system to 
anyone looking to increase their distance, 
and I do suggest them to my students. 
 
5. Head still putting 
   One of the most common mistakes 
made by golfers is that they move their 
head and body when they putt. I would be 
willing to say it is the biggest difference 
between recreational golfers and playing 
professionals. This is another really im-
portant fundamental you could practice at 
home in your mirror. 
   Set yourself up to roll a ball and then 
look up in the mirror and make sure that 
your head and your eyes do not shift or 
move at all during your stroke. You could 
also check by seeing that your lower body 
or knees don’t move either. When your 
head moves during your putting stroke, 
your shoulder line often changes, which 
will directly affect the path of the stroke. 

This movement can often make it diffi-
cult to control distance. If you are mov-
ing at all you will certainly see it when 
looking in the mirror. Practice this and 
then roll the ball just looking at the ball 
and transfer the correct motion into your 
stroke. This will pay off greatly when you 
are back on your putting green at your 
course. 
 
6. Short putt practice 
   Those three and four foot putts that 
can make or break a good round are so 
important. This is the perfect time to 
practice these and there are so many 
great training aids to help you learn to 
aim your putter face properly as well as 
align your body — shoulders and fore-
arms being the priority. These putting 
mats or training aids can also help you 
to improve your stroke path as well as 
your make percentage. 
Start by choosing a number of putts that 
you need to make in a row and when 
you have success, increase this quality 
goal. For example: I am going to make 
20 three-foot putts in a row. Once that 
task becomes easy, either increase the 
number in a row or the distance of the 
putt. 
 
7. Find your favorite teacher on social 
media 
   One of the quickest ways to improve 
your golf game is to better understand 
what you are trying to do and why, for 
your full swing as well your short game 
shots. There certainly is a lot of free 
video out there, and a lot of it is very 
good. You do want to be careful that you 
do not listen to too many different voices 
because this could lead to confusion as 
well as frustration. I would suggest to 
watch a few different teachers and once 
you find one that you understand whose 
lessons make a lot of sense to you, stick 
to their instruction. You may choose one 
to two teachers who you can follow their 
instruction and many will also have vid-
eo product for sale that might be helpful 
to add to your understanding and your 
enjoyment of the game. Understanding 
is the first step toward success. 
 
8. Small chipping targets 
   When you have that big driving range 
or that big golf course right in front of 

https://www.golf.com/instruction/around-the-green/2019/11/11/better-contact-chip-shots-3-steps/
https://www.golf.com/instruction/around-the-green/2019/11/11/better-contact-chip-shots-3-steps/
https://www.golflogix.com/
https://www.golf.com/instruction/2017/02/08/golf-magazines-top-100-teachers-america
https://www.golf.com/instruction/2017/02/08/golf-magazines-top-100-teachers-america
https://superspeedgolf.com/
https://superspeedgolf.com/
https://superspeedgolf.com/
https://www.golf.com/gear/accessories/2020/03/27/-7-best-putting-mats/
https://www.golf.com/gear/accessories/2020/03/27/-7-best-putting-mats/
https://www.golf.com/gear/accessories/2020/03/27/-7-best-putting-mats/
https://www.golf.com/gear/accessories/2020/03/27/-7-best-putting-mats/
https://www.golf.com/instruction/columns-instruction/2020/01/28/online-lessons-skillest-guide/
https://www.golf.com/instruction/columns-instruction/2020/01/28/online-lessons-skillest-guide/


and refreshed when you do hit the course 
again. 
   Keep busy. Stay safe and I can’t wait to 
see you all back on the course. 

 
ASGA-DC Communications 
Share your content! 
   Did you take some awesome pictures at 
an event?  Share them by sending to BJ 
Barger, bjbarger@verizon.net.  
Our website is www.singlesgolfdc.com.  
Our social and golf schedule are published 
on the website and updated frequently.   
Check the list below for National websites. 
   Have you “friended”  ASGA-DC on Fa-
cebook yet?   It’s the best way to get the 
latest news, recaps and pictures from AS-
GA-DC events.  You can also add your 
pictures from our events. 
   The Facebook name is SinglesGolf As-
gadc. or you can go to https://
www.facebook.com/singlesgolf.asgadc.5 If 
you friend us you can see all our posts 
plus those of other members.  If you’d 
prefer to not share everything, you can 
change your Facebook privacy setting by 
going to Settings, Privacy, then answer 
the question, “who can see my posts?”  by 
changing it to My Friends on Facebook.  
That way, your posts won’t be seen by all. 
   Like us, friend us, find out what’s hap-
pening with ASGA-DC!  
   Since having to check back to the web-
site for schedule updates and pairings 
updates is inconvenient, we also have a 
Yahoo listserve. Announcements on up-
coming social and golf events, as well as 
reminders and updates to these events, 
are sent out to subscribers to the listserve. 
A couple of days before a golf event, the 
pairings and tee times are also sent out.   
   To subscribe, send an email to: 
ASGA-DC-Chapter-subscribe@ 
yahoogroups.com. Be sure to include your 

name in the subject of the note and do 
not include anything else in the body of 
the note.  
 

About Our Members 
(THIS REPORT RAN 04/18/2020) 
 

Happy Birthday to these members: 
BJ Barger - 04/03 
Marian Block - 04/28 
Pamela Carter - 05/15 
William Cash - 04/11 
Virginia Combs - 04/19 
Elizabeth Dahreddine - 05/14 
Chuck Davis - 04/30 
Pat DiDonato - 04/28 
Karen Farrington - 04/13 
Helen Flaim - 05/06 
Irene Kratky - 04/24 
Scott Lawson - 05/09 
Suzanne McNicholas - 04/24 
Arnold McStravick - 05/03 
Sue Morgan - 04/22 
Christine Ozyjowski - 05/08 
Gregory Russell - 04/02 
George Salmon - 04/08 
Mark Stein - 04/15 
Kenneth Via - 04/26 
Kevin Walsh - 05/11 
 
These members are up for renewal: 
(date shown is last day of membership) 
Michael Bradford - 04/30/2020 
April Langevin - 04/30/2020 
Scott Lawson - 04/30/2020 
Daniel Morris - 04/30/2020 
Sharon Pickup - 04/30/2020 
Lew Privon - 04/30/2020 
Mark Stein - 04/30/2020 
Susan Sullivan - 04/30/2020 
Sam Tolbert - 04/30/2020 
Kevin Walsh - 04/30/2020 
 

Welcome newest members: 
Karen Butler - Joined 02/26/2020 
Velma Layton - Joined 02/13/2020 
Donald Lyons - Joined 03/17/2020 
Raymond Moehler - Joined 03/11/2020 
Susan Smith - Joined 02/03/2020 
Cathy Thompson - Joined 02/24/2020 
Anne Woodward - Joined 02/26/2020 
 
These members recently renewed: 
Sam Cappetta 
William Hall 
Linda Johnson 
Suzanne McNicholas 
Nancy Mitchell 
Christine Ozyjowski 
Keith Proudfoot 
Ken Unzicker 
 
These members did not renew their 
dues: 
(date shown is date membership expired) 
Johnny Aranza - 02/29/2020 
William Armstrong - 03/31/2020 
Carl Blackburn - 02/29/2020 
Gary Cohen - 03/31/2020 
Sharon Geyer - 02/29/2020 
Paula Ginchereau - 03/31/2020 
Sandra Goshgarian - 03/31/2020 
Paul Karpiscak - 02/29/2020 
Jim Lissefeld - 02/29/2020 
James Lynch - 03/31/2020 
Jennifer Pakula - 03/31/2020 
Geoffrey Pennoyer - 03/31/2020 
Melinda Snow - 03/31/2020 
Ed Webb - 03/31/2020 
Steve Woodard - 02/29/2020 
 
To renew your dues today, go to  
SinglesGolf.com/renew If you wish to  
renew over the phone, call 980-833-6450, 
M-F, 9-2 Eastern Time. 
 
Our chapter currently has 147 members 

Save these links and phone number for easy access to information about 
local and national ASGA events: 

ASGA-DC Meetup site http://www.meetup.com/ASGADC/ 

ASGA-DC Chapter: http://www.singlesgolfdc.com 

ASGA-DC Chapter Events: http://www.singlesgolfdc.com/2017-Schedule 

ASGA-DC Facebook https://www.facebook.com/Singlesgolf.asgadc.5 

ASGA-National: http://www.singlesgolf.com 

ASGA Newsletters: http://www.singlesgolf.com/chapter_list.php 

ASGA Chapter Rosters: http://www.singlesgolf.com/roster.php 

ASGA Member Account Info: http://www.singlesgolf.com (click on “My Account”) 

mailto:bjbarger@verizon.net
http://www.singlesgolfdc.com/
https://www.facebook.com/singlesgolf.asgadc.5
https://www.facebook.com/singlesgolf.asgadc.5
mailto:ASGA-DC-Chapter-subscribe@yahoogroups.com
mailto:ASGA-DC-Chapter-subscribe@yahoogroups.com
http://www.meetup.com/ASGADC/
http://www.singlesgolfdc.com
http://www.singlesgolfdc.com/2017-schedule
https://www.facebook.com/singlesgolf.asgadc.5
http://www.singlesgolf.com/
http://www.singlesgolf.com/chapter_list.php
http://www.singlesgolf.com/roster.php
http://www.singlesgolf.com/
http://www.singlesgolf.com/WashYourHands


“Better 6  Feet Apart than Six Feet Under” 
And Other Quips of the Day 

 

 Classified Ad: Single man with toilet paper seeks woman with hand sanitizer for good 
clean fun. 

 Half of us are going to come out of this quarantine as amazing cooks. The other half will 
come out with a drinking problem. 

 I used to spin that toilet paper like I was on Wheel of Fortune. Now I turn it like I'm crack-
ing a safe. 

 I need to practice social distancing from the refrigerator. 

 I could never decide where to go for Easter . . . the Living Room or the Bedroom. 

 Every few days try your jeans on just to make sure they fit. Pajamas will have you believe 
all is well in the kingdom. 

 Homeschooling is going well. Two students suspended for fighting and one teacher fired 
for drinking on the job. 

 I don't think anyone expected that when we changed the clocks, we'd go from Standard 
Time to the Twilight Zone. 

 This morning I saw a neighbor talking to her cat. It was obvious she thought her cat under-
stood her. I came into my house, told my dog . . . we laughed a lot. 

 So, after this quarantine, will the producers of My 600 Pound Life just find me or do I find 
them? 

 Quarantine Day 25: Went to this restaurant called THE KITCHEN. You must gather all the 
ingredients and make your own meal. I have no clue how this place is still in business. 

 My body has absorbed so much soap and disinfectant lately that when I pee it cleans the 
toilet. 

 Day 15 of Homeschooling: One of these little monsters called in a bomb threat. 

 I'm so excited . . . it's time to take out the garbage. What should I wear? 

 I hope the weather is good tomorrow for my trip to Puerto Backyarda. I'm getting tired of 
Los Livingroom. 

 Day 26 of Homeschooling: My child just said "I hope I don't have the same teacher next 
year. I'm offended. 

 They said that a mask and gloves were enough to go to the supermarket. They lied, every-
one else has clothes on.  

 And lastly, I know a great joke about Corona Virus, you probably won't get it though.  
 

AND HOPEFULLY, NO ASGA MEMBER OR FAMILY MEMBER WILL GET IT EITHER! 



From the USGA — 

COVID-19 Rules and Handicapping FAQs 
The guidance below supplements a memo released by the USGA as to how the Rules of Golf and Rules of Handicapping 
apply in response to questions received from golf course owners, administrators, tournament organizers and golfers. As 
was noted in that memo, it is not the intended purpose of the below guidance to either encourage or discourage anyone 
from playing the game, but rather, in our governance role, to help golf course operators, committees and golfers better un-
derstand how the Rules of Golf and Rules of Handicapping apply to the various questions we have received.  

The questions received fit into four main topics. In each of the four topics below, the guidance provided serves both to di-
rectly answer the questions asked as well as cover additional considerations that might also serve useful.  

FLAGSTICK 

May a course remove all flagsticks to minimize the possibility of exposing players to coronavirus?  

May a committee introduce a code of conduct that does not allow players to remove (or even touch) the flagstick?  

• The flagstick serves an important purpose in the game of golf – that is as an indicator to a player as to where the hole is 
located on the putting green or a target for shots.  

• If a Committee decides to set-up a golf course without flagsticks, consideration should be given as to how best to sup-
port such a decision by providing players the location of each hole on the green. Whether this is general guidance (such as 
in the right front portion) or through a detailed hole-location sheet. 

• As another means of minimizing exposure to players, a Committee might decide to introduce a code of conduct that 
prohibits players from touching or removing the flagstick. As is authorized under Rule 1.2b, such a code could also include 
penalties (such as one penalty stroke or the general penalty) if a player is in breach of its standards.  

• Before a Committee decides to introduce such a restriction, it is recommended that consideration be given to the fact 
that removing the flagstick is an instinctual, even automated, act for many players. Drafting such a code of conduct to re-
strict only deliberate acts to affect the outcome of the hole would be reflective of that reality and would mean that a playe r 
who instinctually removes the flagstick would not get a penalty in doing so.  

• If a Committee takes any of the above actions, it is at the discretion of the Committee whether scores would be ac-
ceptable for handicap purposes. 
 

BUNKERS AND BUNKER RAKES 

We have removed all bunker rakes from our course to help stop the spread of coronavirus. What options do we 
have for players who end up in unraked areas? 

• By removing rakes from the course, the Committee has various options as to how best to address the likely possibility 
of a player’s ball coming to rest in an unmaintained area of sand and should consider which is the best approach under your 
unique circumstances. 

• If you have limited play and most players at your course use a golf cart, the best approach might be to ask that each 
player takes a rake with them. 

• If it is decided that no additional Rules will be put into effect to deal with these areas, it would be advisable to strongly  
encourage that players try their best to smooth the disturbed area with a foot or a club.  

• Additional options could include changing the status of bunkers to be part of the general area. This would give players 
additional options under multiple relief rules (Rules 16 and 19) and would remove the restrictions normally in effect under 
Rule 12. 

• Ground under repair could be used in two different manners. The first being to declare all bunkers to be ground under 
repair and treat them as part of the general area. This would allow players the option to take free relief outside the bunker  
under Rule 16.1. The second is to treat disturbed areas only as ground under repair. This would still allow a player free re-
lief from such areas, but would require such relief to be taken elsewhere within the bunker.  

• As a last resort, we have fielded questions as to whether a Committee may add a preferred lies local rule that would 
allow a player to place the ball elsewhere in a bunker without penalty (such as within one club length of where the ball came  
to rest). While that may seem like a good option in that it requires players to play from the bunker, there will be times whe n 
no effective relief would be available to a player, such as when a bunker is frequently played from and large areas are un-
raked. It would be recommended that the other options, such as those listed above are considered first, noting that using 



the ground under repair options above ensure a player will get full relief and when dropping from knee height, balls very 
rarely plug. 

• If a Committee takes any of the above actions, it is at the discretion of the Committee whether scores would be accepta-
ble for handicap purposes. 
 

SCORECARDS AND SCORING 

We are holding a competition, but want to limit how scorecards are exchanged both between players and after the 
round to the Committee. Do you have any recommendations? 

• The Rules already allow numerous options to address these concerns noting that certifying a score does not require a 
physical signature, nor does it require a physical scorecard.  

• If a Committee wishes to run a competition using a form of electronic scoring, this could come in many forms, such as 
asking that each marker send an email to the Committee and the player he or she is marking for, including the player’s hole -
by-hole scores. The player can then reply to verify the accuracy of the card.  

• When electronic methods are used, such as the email example above or similar methods that involve text messaging, 
the Committee should decide when a scorecard would be considered to have been returned. For example, this could be 
when the player responds certifying that the scores are correct or some other action that the Committee might consider more 
appropriate. 

• A Committee might also wish to employ the above method but also combine these with a physical scorecard by having 
the marker take a picture of the completed scorecard and either email or text it to the Committee using the same process 
described above. 

• If physical scorecards are the preferred method, a Committee may wish to have the player and marker not exchange 
cards but rather verbally communicate the hole-by-hole scores to the Committee verbally in the scoring area. Additionally, 
verbal confirmation could be a substitute for the physical signature. As with the electronic scoring methods described above,  
the Committee should be diligent to clearly define when a scorecard has been returned, such as when a player leaves the 
golf shop if that is where the process takes place. 

• If a Committee takes any of the above actions, it is at the discretion of the Committee whether scores would be accepta-
ble for handicap purposes. 
 

MODIFICATIONS TO THE HOLE; NOT REQUIRING THAT PLAYERS HOLE OUT  

A number of questions have been received that relate to modifying the hole so that players no longer need to reach into the 
hole to remove a ball to minimize the possibility of exposing golfers to coronavirus.  

These have included some courses setting holes so that the hole liner remains an inch or two above the surface of the green 
while others have placed various objects into the hole or around the flagstick (such as foam pool noodles or plastic piping) 
so that a ball is unable to fall to the bottom. 

While in all of these instances, the ball is not holed per the Rules of Golf (Rule 3.3c), a round played under these conditio ns 
will result in an acceptable score for handicap purposes using the most likely score guidelines (see  Rule 3.3 of the Rules of 
Handicapping).   

While the most likely score procedure is intended to support certain formats of play where the player is not required to hole  
out (such as in match play when the player’s next stroke is conceded or in fourball stroke play when a partner picks up), it is 
also temporarily in effect where the above described safety measures are being used.  

When using most likely score, the player should consider the number of strokes most likely required to complete the hole, 
and determine whether the ball would have been holed or not.   Most likely score is at the player's best judgment and should 
not be used to gain an unfair advantage.    

This measure is temporary and in effect within the United States until advised otherwise by the USGA.  

The above guidance will continue to be updated. If you have any questions or concerns, you can contact the Rules of Golf 
and Rules of Handicapping departments by going to www.USGA.org.  

 

https://www.usga.org/handicapping/roh/2020-rules-of-handicapping.html
https://www.usga.org/handicapping/roh/2020-rules-of-handicapping.html


 

 
Note: Meeting locations may vary. Upon joining, you will receive a monthly newsletter telling you about monthly 
meetings, outings, etc. If you have any questions, contact your local chapter leader or call 1-888-GOLFMATE 
or 980-833-6450. Please complete information box at right. 

 

PRINT CLEARLY - THE INFO BELOW SHOWS HOW IT WILL APPEAR ON YOUR CHAPTER’S ROSTER. (*SEE OPT-OUT CLAUSE BELOW)     

 
HOW DID YOU HEAR ABOUT US? __________________ CHAPTER YOU ARE JOINING OR RENEWING IN: _________________ 

 
NAME __________________________________________________ E-MAIL ADDR: _______________________________________ 
           
ADDRESS __________________________________________  CITY_______________________________ ST ______ ZIP _______ 
 
HOME (______)_____________________ WORK/CELL (______)____________________   EMPL. BY ________________________ 
 
POSITION_________________________  (  ) AVAILABLE FOR WEEKDAY GOLF  (  ) WILLING TO VOLUNTEER FOR CHAPTER 

 
 
 
 

MONTH & DAY BORN _______________ 
 
YOUR USGA HANDICAP® ____________ or 
 
AVERAGE GOLF SCORE ____________ 

Dues are $89.00 for12 months) OR $178.00 for 24 months (includes free ASGA logo’d shirt when joining for two years!). Best rate per year 
is $267 with our “buy 3 years, get 4th free + shirt” plan. Credit card users: JOIN BY PHONE: 1-980-833-6450 or FAX COMPLETED FORM to 
1-980-225-0231. Your membership kit will be mailed upon receipt of payment. Free shipping if ASGA shirt is ordered with application.  

 Call Us at 1-980-833-6450 

 Fax This Form to Us 

 Email/Mail This Form To Us 

 Online (SinglesGolf.com/join) 

** There is a $25 charge for any check returned from your bank.               SinglesGolf ®  is a registered trademark of ASGA, Inc.       Rev. 03/01/19     © 2019 ASGA, Inc. 

LEGAL STUFF :  Read this section in a larger font at SinglesGolf.com/Legal-Stuff 
 
RELEASE FROM LIABILITY AND EXPRESS ASSUMPTION OF RISK: I, the undersigned Applicant (hereinafter referred to as 
“Releasor”), in consideration of being permitted to participate in golf activities organized or sponsored by ASGA, Inc., d/b/a 
American Singles Golf Association, a Delaware Corporation, or its affiliate chapters in the United States and Canada, (the 
“Releasees”) and other good and valuable consideration, the receipt and sufficiency is hereby acknowledged, hereby on behalf 
of myself and my heirs, distributees, guardians, and legal representatives agree to fully indemnify, defend, hold harmless, and 
not to sue Releasees and/or Releasee’s directors, officers, employees, agents, and affiliates from and on account of any and all 
past, present, and future claims, debts, causes of action, damages, personal injuries, wrongful deaths, property loss, and 
property damage (including attorney’s fees and costs relative thereto), whether due or not, direct or contingent, liquidated or 
unliquidated, latent or patent, known or unknown, which in any way concern or relate to any act or omission of Releasees. 
Except in the event of any gross and willful negligence, I shall bring no claims, demands, actions and causes of action, and/or 
litigation, against Releasees for any economic and non-economic losses due to bodily injury, death, property damage, sustained 
by me in relation to the premises and operations of the golf course, including riding on golf carts or playing the game of golf. I 
am aware that participation in and/or observance of the golf activities and/or other activities sponsored by Releasees is or may 
be an inherently dangerous activity and may have health-related risks, and agree that I am voluntarily participating in and/or 
observing such activities with full knowledge of all dangers and risks involved. In addition, I hereby expressly assume all risks of 
injury, death, property loss, property damage, and other loss and damage which may occur relative to my participation in and/or 
observance of such activities. I understand and agree that this Release includes any and all claims based on the past, present 
and future ordinary negligence, action, and/or inaction of Releasees and/or Releasee’s directors, officers, employees, agents, 
and affiliates. I acknowledge that I have read this Release, have been fully and completely advised of the potential dangers 
incidental and inherent to the participation in and/or observance of the activities organized and/or sponsored by Releasees, and 
am fully aware of the legal consequences of signing the Application Form acknowledging this Release. I agree that this Re-
lease, waiver and indemnity agreement is intended to be as broad and inclusive as permitted by the laws of the State of my 
residency, and that if any portion of this Release is held invalid, it is agreed that the balance shall, notwithstanding continue in 
full force and effect.  
 
TERMS AND CONDITIONS: Membership in the American Singles Golf Association (ASGA) becomes effective upon receipt of 
dues and is valid for the period of time requested as indicated on the application form, subject to these Terms and Conditions. I 
am 21 years or older, single (i.e. never married OR divorced OR legally separated OR widowed), and have read and accepted, 
as a condition of joining, the Release from Liability and Express Assumption of Risk shown above.  
 
I understand that dues are non-refundable and are subject to change. I agree that all rosters, membership lists, e-mail 
addresses, or any other information provided to him/her as a result of their membership in ASGA are the property of ASGA and 
shall not be used for any purpose other than ASGA. I understand that the information provided on the Application for Member-
ship may be reproduced on the chapter’s roster and distributed to other ASGA members and published on 
www.SinglesGolf.com, otherwise, I will note at the bottom of this form if I wish certain information not to be published.  
 
* OPT-OUT CLAUSE: I understand that I may, at any time, request any information on me not to be reprinted, reproduced or 
distributed, such as home phone, address, etc. in or on any newsletter, roster, website, etc. Such request to be noted below in 
“Notes by Applicant” section or emailed to info@SinglesGolf.com. ASGA may not be held liable for inadvertent publishing of opt-
out information. 
 
PRIVACY: See our privacy policy at www.SinglesGolf.com/privacy 
 
DISPUTES: In the event of any dispute of any matter or concerning the terms and/or conditions of membership, those matters 
and/or the interpretation of the terms and conditions shall be governed by the laws of the State of North Carolina and the parties 
agree to submit disputes arising out of or in connection with this Agreement to courts of Mecklenburg County, North Carolina. 
 
AGREEMENT TO POLICIES OF THE NATIONAL ORGANIZATION (ASGA) AND LOCAL CHAPTER: By submitting this form 
and payment, I agree to abide by the “ASGA Policies” as outlined in the Policy section of www.SinglesGolf.com/policy as well as 
ASGA bylaws (www.SinglesGolf.com/bylaws) and my local chapter’s bylaws and policies as currently in effect. 
 

See above Legal Stuff in larger font online at www.SinglesGolf.com/Legal-Stuff 
 
NOTES BY APPLICANT: ________________________________________________________________________________ 

DUES - 24 Months - $178 (includes free ASGA logo’d shirt - Most Popular!) 

 

DUES (Join for 3 years, 4th year free - $267 (incl. free shirt - best value) 

 

DUES - 12 Months + ASGA logo’d golf shirt - $119 (includes shipping) 

 

DUES - 12 Months - $89 

 

If a shirt is included, indicate (   ) Male  (   ) Female  Size: _______ 
  
 
 

 

 

Check Paid To “ASGA, Inc.” Enclosed**         TOTAL              $________ 
 

 
Please charge my major credit/debit card indicated below: 
 

 

No. ______________________________________ Exp. ______ 
 
 

 

SIGNATURE REQUIRED!  By signing below, I agree to the Terms, 
Condition and Release (“Legal Stuff”) as set forth at left and, if appropri-
ate, authorize payment by my credit/debit card shown above. 

 

 

Signature ___________________________ Date ____________ 
 

Credit Card Users Can Join By Calling 1-980-833-6450, 9-2 Eastern Time, M-F 
Join By Fax: 1-980-225-0231 or Scan & Email to Info@SinglesGolf.com 

 
 

REFERRED BY: _________________________________________________________ 

Mail: ASGA, 1122 Industrial Dr. #107, Matthews, NC 28105 

NOTE: ASGA DOES NOT CONDUCT BACKGROUND CHECKS ON APPLICANTS FOR MEMBERSHIP OR MEMBERS OF THE ASSOCIATION.  Golf can be a dangerous sport. Accidents can 
occur by you or another party striking a golf ball, by a golf cart turning over, or simply falling down steps. PLEASE TAKE ADEQUATE PRECAUTION when playing in ASGA events. 
Chapters and individuals running golf tournaments are not professionals but are volunteers, and therefore, you must assume additional responsibility for your own safety. 
Please abide by the safety rules posted inside your golf cart, at the golf course, as well as the official website of the United States Golf Association (www.USGA.org). If you 
have a safety concern, you must immediately bring it to the attention of the person(s) running an event, your chapter president or golf course management personnel. 
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The Washington DC Chapter of the 
American Singles Golf Association 

WANTS YOU!   
We’re 3,000 members in 75 cities and we’re ALL ABOUT HAVING FUN!  So if you’re 
single (i.e. divorced, widowed, legally separated or never married) and enjoy 
meeting others through the game of golf, you’re invited to inquire about 
membership by calling the American Singles Golf Association directly at       
1-888-465-3628 (1-TRIPLE-EIGHT-GOLFMATE) or visit our website at SinglesGolf.com   


