
President’s Message  
   Hello to each of you!  What an honor and 
a pleasure to be serving as SSGA’s Presi-
dent again!  Since six and a half years 
ago, when we started this club, it has 
grown and thrived through the selfless ser-
vice and enthusiasm of all the previous 
Board Members!  Thank you!  Thank you 
so very much from all of us! 
   Never did I expect to be serving as Pres-
ident again!  I am so looking forward to be-
coming a part of this wonderful group 
again and having such great Board Mem-
bers to serve with.  Each of us come from 
different experiences, skill sets and expec-
tations!  All positives, which will help us 
make 2020 the best year yet for SSGA!  
After talking together, your board members 
and I agree that we would like to see AS-
GA’s national motto, “Fun – Friendship – 
Fairways”, be a guideline for all our activi-
ties in the new year!    Let’s make our club 
be the place where all single golfers, at all 
levels, want to be a part of the fun and 
friendliness on and off the fairways! 
Wishing all of us the best New Year! 

~Pat Samuels 

 

Sarasota Chapter - American Singles Golf Association - December 2019 

CELEBRATING 28 YEARS OF SINGLES GOLF  
® IN AMERICA  

Member of the Year 
   Your Board of Directors decided to es-
tablish a “Member of the Year” award 
and the first recipient is Karen 
Ohnmacht.  Karen has been a member 
for several years, served as President for 
2 years, hosts multiple golf events every 
year and always makes herself available 
to help with all chapter events.  Congrat-
ulations Karen! 

From the Desk of Your  
Membership Chair 
   New members; your magnetic name 
tags have arrived and I’ll hand them out to 
you when I see you.  Please wear them at 
all of our events. 
   I will be bringing a few recruiting signs to 
meetings and outings for members to hand 
out.  You can post them anywhere new 
members might likely be found.  Please 
take a few with you and hang them strate-
gically in a noticeable area.  My 2020 goal 
is to have 100 members and maintain or 
exceed that level.       ~Linda Davis 

 
Past Golf Events 
Myakka Pines  
   The Myakka Pines Golf Club with its roll-
ing greens of nature’s amazing wildlife, 
gave our golfers good reason to take their 
“best shots” with their clubs AND cameras!  
The first team teed off at noon and was 
followed by 7 teams.   
   Since the days are short now, the teams 
played a shamble format and had maintain 
a good pace.  All 8 teams had no problem 
finishing with some daylight to spare. 

 

Regular Meeting Date 
Second Monday of each month 

 
 

Next Meeting:  January 13th, 2020 
 

Meeting Location 
Stonewood Grill & Tavern 

 

Our Chapter Websites 
www.meetup.com/asgasarasota    Sarasota.singlesgolf.com 

 

 

(See next page for list of officers and board members.) 
 

National Office 
 

Office Hours:  9:00am to 2:00pm, M-F (Eastern) 
National Office:  980-833-6450 or 1-888-GOLFMATE 
 

Go to www.SinglesGolf.com/MyAccount to make changes to your 
address, phone, etc.   To join or renew your dues, go to 
www.SinglesGolf.com/join   

 

 

Singles Golf ® is a registered trademark of ASGA, Inc. 

Upcoming Multi-Chapter Events (see SinglesGolf.com/events) 
 

 ASGA Cruise — February 22-29, 2020.  Sign-up early to get the 
best benefits. For more info, go to www.SinglesGolf.com/cruise 

 ASGA's Spring Invitational - Francis Marion Hotel, Charleston, SC. 
March 22-25, 2020. Beautiful historic hotel in the heart of Charles-
ton. Details out by January15.  
Link to hotel: http://www.francismarionhotel.com/ 
 Memorial Day Weekend 2020 — We will be returning to Pinehurst 

(our home away from home) for a great 3-day golf and social experi-
ence. Arrive Thursday, May 21, depart Sunday, May 24. Memorial 
Day back home! Details forthcoming. 
 ASGA in Europe — We will do two (2) trips to Europe in 2020. 

Working on details now. We’re looking at visiting Scotland in mid-to-
late July, 2020 and then Portugal in mid-to-late September. Stay 
tuned, information will be out mid-January. 

Andy Presenting ‘Member of the Year’ 
Award to Karen 
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   Following this invigorating golf round, the members gathered at the locally well-known 
Myakka River Oyster Bar for food, spirits, and comparing “best shots”.  Prizes were award-
ed for the 1st and 2nd place teams along with closest to the pin and chip in contests.  Con-
gratulations to our 1st place team of Jim Johndrow, Barb Laneau, Gail Ford and Shirley 
Mandarino; and to the 2nd place team of Mike Saoud, Sara McKinnie, Debbie Berry 
and Mary Buckley.   The closest to the pin contest winners were Dave Major, Joel Ser-
vos, Diane Jennings and Linda Davis.  Chip in winners were Lynne Kramer and Gail 
Ford.  The mega 50/50 raffle prize went to Mike Saoud.   Myakka Pines was a fantastic 
course to play as the finish to our 2019 course schedule and blast off to 2020. 

~Lynne Kramer 

 

Eight Teams Ready To Go! 

“Small” Gator Behind #2 Hole 
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Relaxing on the 
Clubhouse Porch 

Dinner @ The Myakka River Oyster Bar  

Table #2 at the Oyster Bar 

Our Host, Lynne, Announcing Contest Winners!  



Upcoming Golf Events 
Plantation Golf & Country Club in  
Venice - Saturday, January 11th.  Cost is 
$45. Tee off at 12:30 with a modified shot-
gun start.  Email your host, Jim 
Johndrow, at seadiver101@att.net to sign 
up. Prize awards and dinner will follow in 
the clubhouse.  Unfortunately, this event 
already full and there is a wait list. 
 
River Wilderness Golf & Country Club 
in Parrish - Saturday, January 25th.  Cost 
is $45. Tee off at 12:00 with a shotgun 
start. Email your host, Karen Ohnmacht, 
at karenohnm27@aol.com to sign up. 
Prize awards and dinner will follow at TBD. 

 
Please provide full name, email address, 
phone number and average score or hand-
icap when you email the Host to sign up 
for a golf event. 

 
About Our Members 
(THIS REPORT RAN 01/02/2020) 
 

Happy Birthday to these members: 
Mary Buckley - 02/12 
Nellie Gillander - 01/25 
Bruce Hrycyk - 01/01 
Theresa Lorenz - 01/23 
Shirley Mandarino - 02/02 
Ellen Nicholson - 01/26 
Annette Nick - 02/12 
Patricia Samuels - 01/11 
Mike Saoud - 02/12 
Deborah Turnbull - 01/27 
Richard Van Balen - 01/05 
 
These members are up for renewal: 
(date shown is last day of membership) 
Pamela Bean - 01/31/2020 
Harold Drury - 01/31/2020 
Laurie Lawrence - 01/31/2020 
Melissa Littlewood - 01/31/2020 
Vincent McCarthy - 01/31/2020 
Gayle Vogel - 01/31/2020 
 
Welcome newest members: 
Linda Adsitt - Joined 12/11/2019 
Dale Hobbs - Joined 12/03/2019 
Mike Saoud - Joined 11/27/2019 
 

These members recently renewed: 
Kathie Alexander 
Linda Davis 
Alice Elgrim 
Joan Flanagan 
Ann Miller 

Annette Nick 
Janel Schliesmann 
Vicki Shawvan 
 

These members did not renew their 
dues: 
(date shown is date membership expired) 
Jami Caseber - 11/30/2019 
John Girlus - 12/31/2019 
Trudy Holden - 12/31/2019 
Francisco Martins - 11/30/2019 
Lillian McComas - 11/30/2019 
Cynthia Metzler - 12/31/2019 
Sandra White - 11/30/2019 
 

To renew your dues today, go to  
SinglesGolf.com/renew If you wish to renew 
over the phone, call 980-833-6450, M-F, 9-2 
Eastern Time. 
 

Our chapter currently has 80 members 
 

New Year's resolutions for 
your golf swing: Three ways to 
prepare for the new year 
~Matthew Rudy, GolfDigest.com 
 

   The new year might be a couple of 
weeks away, but it's never too early to 
start solving your swing issues ahead of 
the new season. You don't want to re-
gress—if you're in a cold-weather or just 
playing less golf over the next couple of 
months, make sure you're still putting in 
work to improve your game. We asked 
three top teachers—Jason Guss, Stan Ut-
ley and Brian Manzella—to give you a 
simple New Year's resolution you can 
work on no matter where you are. 
 

Jason Guss: Smooth out your short 
putting 
   "There are lots of differences between 
tour players and 90 shooters, but only one 
of the differences has absolutely nothing 
to do with physical ability," says Guss, 
who runs his academies at Hawk Hollow 
and Warwick Hills in Michigan. "Anybody 
can get better at putting, and you can get 
better over the winter in less than ten 
minutes a day—which is probably more 
than you ever practice putting even during 
the season." Whether you have an astro-
turf practice green or a stretch of carpet 
and a fake hole, commit to hitting 15 three
-footers a day, every day. "A tour player 
makes 99 percent of those, while a 90-
shooter makes 84 percent," says Guss. "I 
want you to work on hitting the hole with 

13 out of 15 of those putts. It'll get you im-
proving your start direction—a skill that will 
improve all of your putting, not just the 
short ones." 
 
 

Stan Utley: Get a handle on your 
tendencies 
   "If I asked you about your game, you'd 
probably be able to give me some general 
thoughts about the way you curve the ball 
or where your problem areas are," says 
Utley, a Golf Digest 50 Best Teacher 
based at Grayhawk Golf Club in Scotts-
dale. "But how is that information helping 
you figure out how to get better? I want 
you to commit to getting a much more 
complete picture of what your on-course 
tendencies are, so you can either account 
for them in your strategy or have a better 
idea of what you need to work on." An ex-
ample? What are your "stats" really telling 
you? Maybe you're averaging 38 putts per 
round. But maybe you're also hitting lots of 
greens. "Are you taking a lot of putts be-
cause you're a bad putter, or is it because 
you have a lot of 30- and 40-footers?" says 
Utley "You might actually need to work on 
your putting, but know what and why in-
stead of just sort of cruising along during 
the year practicing without a purpose." 
 
 

Brian Manzella: Add some dynamic mo-
tion to your swing 
   "I don't want to hear 'bad weather' as an 
excuse for not getting some work in," says 
50 Best Teacher Manzella, who is based 
at English Turn Golf & Country Club in 
New Orleans. "People make a resolution 
to get up and go to the gym, and they usu-
ally fail because they don't want to get in 
that car and go through the hassle. I've got 
something you can do right in your office 
or living room, and it takes five minutes." 
Grab a short club like a sand wedge, and 
spend five minutes making full swings 
back and through and back again, staying 
in motion and concentrating on making a 
full shift into the backswing and down-
swing. "Make the shift in each direction 
about a half a count ahead of when you 
swing the club in that direction," says Man-
zella. "And since swings don't happen in a 
vacuum, make sure you're also keeping in 
mind the things you're working on in your 
game. Doing it with 'dry swings' and no 
ball is just as good as taking real divots out 
at the range." 



 

The Sarasota Chapter of the 
American Singles Golf Association 

WANTS YOU!   
We’re 3,000 members in 75 cities and we’re ALL ABOUT HAVING FUN!  So if you’re 
single (i.e. divorced, widowed, legally separated or never married) and enjoy 
meeting others through the game of golf, you’re invited to inquire about 
membership by calling the American Singles Golf Association directly at       
1-888-465-3628 (1-TRIPLE-EIGHT-GOLFMATE) or visit our website at SinglesGolf.com   


